
acked Bhutto Vows to 
Stay and Fight 

ARACH I ~ Sacked Pakistani Prime Minister 
4f ^e^rBhuttohassaid she was not afraid to die and 

those who killed her brother 
■Vc - Wurfaza to "biackmaiT -her. .. .. 

anghodj, ! am not scared of 
\J \hanging. When die brother tries to come dowx to the 
’>* \ sister, he getskaied to blackmail me and my 
government, 9 a defiant Bhutto told a pnbfic rally here 
\ n bte Sab^d^ W fii^ ssnre her ouster on Novemebr 5. 
" t \ •* : • (Contd on 14) 
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Rafsanjani’s Message 
Delivered to UAE President 

ABU Dlf ABI - Iranian Vice President Had* Manafi 
met with president of the United Arab Emirates 
Sheikh Zajed bin Sultan an-Nahyan, here on Sunday 
and delivered him a message from President Akhar 
Hashemi Rafsiuyani. 

Referring to the common historical, cultural and 
social bonds shared by Iran and the UAE, the UAE 
president emphasized the need for expansion and 
strengthening of relations between the two states. 

0RNA) 
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VELAYATI 

! ct Tehran Times Service 

. ' 

W| Sy f TEHRAN- Iran's Foreign Minis- 
ter, Ali Akbar Velayati, here 
Sunday stressed that preservation 
of the values and sanctities of Is- 
lam and the Islamic Revolution 
has a definite priority over any form 
of political and economic rela- 
r fens with any country. 

'S~. : Talking to IRNA, he referred 

:: , r V to the illusory remarks of the 
• if r ' German court arid said the Myk- 
& ««* has insulted the world 

of Islam, Islamic values and sanc- 
tities, "something which we will 
in no way tolerate. ” 

He said that the German gov- 
ernment must rectify the blunder 
and pointed out that in interna- 
tional norms, relations between 
countries are defined in terms of 
mutual respect. 

He stressed that the Islamic 
Republic -of Iran defines its rela- 
tions within the framework of Is- 
lamic and national values. 

The foreign minister added 
that Germany is no exception in 
this respect, adding that the Ger- 
man government is responsible 
preserving its foreign relations 
and should, therefore, control 
such blunders as committed by 
Mykonos court. 


• a 

■ !.l iy 
■i.. 


Velayati said that civil laws of 
many countries forbid insult to 
the leaders of other countries, and 
added that the German court has 
acted m contravention to judicial 
rules, international norms and the 
principles respected hy the world 
public opinion. 

Iran's foreign minister de- 
scribed the German court decision 
biased and said that it has relied 
on the statements_of two Iranian 
fugitives as witness. 

He said one of the two wit- 
nesses is under prosecution by 
Iran's courts for hijacking and in- 
volvement in assassination at- 
tempts, and the other for spying. 

Velayati described the two Ira- 
nian witnesses as "political fos- 
sils’ not aware of Iran's -internal 
situation after their long absence 
from Iran. 

Syria Slams 
Hefldzid’s Proposal 
. on Setting Up an 
Organization 

DAMASCUS — Syrian government 
daily Tishrin criticized the recent 
proposal by British Foreign Secre- 
tary Malcolm Rifkind to set up an 
organization in the Middle East 
modelled on the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) aimed at resolving regional 
conflict. 

"The most important problem 
that should have the attention of the 
British government is the (Israeli) 
occupation, which is creating ... a 
state of war threatening the region, " 
the paper said. 

It described Rifkind ’s scheme as 
a “lifeboat sent to save Israeli ex- 
tremism and the policies of Ben- 
(Contd on Pg.14) 


MPs Coll For Reconsideration of Relations Willi Germany 

ANGRY DEMONSTRATORS CONDEMN MYKONOS COURT 
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Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN — Majlis deputies in a 
letter to the Speaker Ali Akbar 
Nateq Nouri asked the foreign 
ministry to submit a report to the 
Majlis on steps it has taken to 
review Tehran-Bonn tics. 

The main task of the German 
Judiciary is insulting the sacred Is- 
lamic system oflran and its high- 
ranking officials, the letter said. 

It stressed that perhaps the Ger- 
man politicians forve not realized 
that the Islamic Republic of Iran is 
one of the most powerful coun- 
tries of the region, adding. Iran is 
not dependent on any foreign 
power. The so-called superpowers 
have been trying for years to re- 
sume their relations with Iran, ii 
said. It is clear for any impartial 
observer that the present fiasco is 


nothing but the result or subservi- 
ence of the German political sys- 
tem to foreign powers and Zionist 
networks. Such a situation has un- 
dermined the national pride and 
interest of that country, the letter 
added. 1 lie German Judiciary’ in 
coordination with the Zionists last 
week levelled baseless charges 
against high-ranking officials of 
the Islamic Republic oflran. 

Meanwhile, thousands of uni- 
versity students gathered in front 
of the German Embassy here 
Sunday condemning the recent ac- 
cusations made by the German 
Judiciary against Iranian officials. 

The rallies were held hy the 
university students in Tehran to 
voice nation's protest against a 
German court disrespecting the 
sanctities of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran and its top officials. 



The demonstrators, carrying 
placards, condemned the influ- 
ence of the Zionists on the deci- 
sion-making organs of the 
German judicial system. 

The students started their rally 
from the Tehran University anti 
marched to the German Embassy 
here. 

Addressing the gathering of 
the university students and the 
public in front of the German 
Embassy. Hojjatoleslam Ali Ak- 
har Ahu-Torabi said that the Ira- 
nian nation is ready to defend the 
Islamic principle of Velayat-e 
Faqih, the ruling of the jurispru- 
dence. 

This great gathering points up 
to the fact that the Iranians will 
firmly safeguard the Islamic val- 
ues, Ahu-Torabi stressed, calling 
on the German diplomats at the 


emhassy to report the protest of 
the Iranian nation to Bonn. 

University students and com- 
mon people staged a protest rally 
from the Tehran University to- 
ward the German embassy here 
condemning the recent statement 
of the German federal court on 
Mykonos case. 

He urged the Islamic Republic 
government to take strong meas- 
ures against those who disrespect 
the sanctities of the Islamic Re- 
public of Iran. 

Issuing a statement the demon- 
strators expressed anger at the un- 
acceptable move of a German 
court in offending the revolution- 
ary sanctities and values of the 
Muslim nation oflran. 

In the 8-point statement, the 
(Contd on Pg.14) 


NATO to Decide on °*emigm Talks 
"Son of IFOR" Today iHlake Progress 


KABUL, Afghanistan (November 16): Taleban militia fighters scramble aboard their Toyota pickup 
carrying RPC-7 anti-tank rocket launchers and assault rifles. The Taleban's use of fast jeeps which 
revolutionized the Afghan battlefield, was a prime factor in their surprise capture of the Afghan 
capital Kabul on September 27. •* 

(AFP PHOTO) 


BRUSSELS — NATO leaders will 
decide formally on Monday to send 
a new peacekeeping force of be- 
tween 20,000 and 30.000 men to 
Bosnia next year to replace the cur- 
rent IFOR, diplomats said here. 

The decision will he taken hy the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organiza- 
tion’s highest political body, ihe 
NATO council, grouping the am- 
bassadors of 1 6 member countries. 

At the same time, the alliance’s 
military’ commanders will he asked 
to draw up an operational plan, in- 
cluding the exact size of the new 
hody. which is to take over when 
the mandate of the Peace Implemen- 
tation Force (IFOR) expires on De- 
cember 20. 

United Slates agreement to lake 
part, announced Friday, lifted the 
last obstacle to Monday's decision, 
which has already been approved in 
advance by most NATO countries. 

An international conference in 
Paris agreed Thursday on the politi- 
cal framework for continued inter- 
national support for the 


reconstruction of Bosnia after the 
civil war which ended with the Day- 
ton Agreement a year ago. 

The mission of the new force is 
one of dissuasion, coupled with 
minimal support for civilian hodies. 
There will he no change in the rules 
regarding the arrest of suspected 
war criminals, a diplomat said. 

IFOR faced criticism for its evi- 
dent reluctance to do anything about 
actively seeking suspects wanted by 
the International War Crimes Tri- 
bunal in The Hague — though many 
are at large in Bosnia. 

IFOR's mandate routd last until 
mid- 1 998, hut troops. would begin 
to be withdrawn progressively from 
the second half of next year if the 
situation warrants it after local elec- 
tions scheduled to be held between 

April and June, m „ n , 

(Contd on Pg.14) 


GAZA CITY — Israeli and Pales- 
tinian negotiators failed overnight 
to push forward stalled talks over 
the long-delayed Israeli with- 
drawal in the West Bank town of 
Al-Khalil, officials here said Sun- 
day. 

Chief Palestinian negotiator 
Saeh Erekal said he met Saturday 
night in Jericho with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's 
legal adviser, Yitzhak Molkho, 
but "there was no progress in the 
talks." 

Speaking to Palestine radio. 
Erefcat accused Israel of holding 
up the talks with its demand for 
"hot pursuit" in Al-Khalil. add- 
ing: “The Israelis simply do not 
realize that an agreement must he 
reached quickly." 

(Contd on Pg.14) 













PAGE 2 domestic & others 



TEHRAN TIMES 


NOVEHBBt 18, 199^ 




HE 


B JINKS 


h the lame at Allah 


TEHRAN TIMES NEWS SERVICE 
E<ii tor-in- Chiefs Tel: 8809500 
Editorial Office, Tel: 8810293-5 
Electronic Access Tel: 8809437 
8809470 

Telex: 213662 TTIM IR 
224569 TTIP IR 
Fax No. 8808214 

Address: No. 32, Koacheh Btmeh 
NcjatoUahi Ave. [former Villa] 
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran 
Printed at Keyhan 


K 


n<l nliru Mush's 
anjjrr ("ilrnrd 
tiimit iir liinb ii|i 
j llir tablets. :niil inllir wril- 
; ing llirrrof was giiULuicr 
* ;ind mrny for lliusr who 
frar for llir s.ikr ctf llirir 
[ Ijnrd. 

I 

l (HOLY Q,ORAN)(7:154 ) 



UN Conference on Afghanistan: I 
Take Thee 'Tor Better or Worse?" 



UN-sponsored international conference on Afghani- 
| stan b to open in New York today. Nineteen countries, 
Rng permanent members of the UN Security Council, as 
well as Iran, India, Pakistan and the Central Asian republics, have 
been invited to participate. 

Needless to say, the participants should take this conference 
very seriously, bearing in mind that the Afghan problem has long 
evaded solution and that another replay of rhetoric will not only 
mean more sacrifice in terms of lives and resources but an 
affirmation of the right to rule by brutality. 

The problem of Afghanistan is not unique in history. It is an 
accepted fact that it sprang out of a lust for power among various 
groups. The good thing is that their differences are not irrecon- 
cilable. It b a given fact that no single group can rule over the 
entire country. 

The harsh realities of powers at play trying to win concessions 
for themselves by taking advantage of the country's bankruptcy 
are the realities that require bold moves on the part of the 
international community. 

Despite their control of Kabul, the Taleban cannot claim 
legitimacy notwithstanding ail their efforts at dbplaying one by 
forthwith constituting a cabinet. By all standards, their way of 
running the state may at best be described as medieval. More- 
over, women have no place in their society but as mere house- 
keepers and propagators of their spedas. Furthermore, anarchic 
methods of running the state by imposing curfews and the like 
have made them outcasts even among their own people. 

Pakbtan, as the major regional power behind the Taleban, should 
make the initial move. But contrary to the statement of Ahmed Khalid, 
the Pakistani caretaker Prime Minister, no concrete Step to reduce its 
support of the Taleban b in the offing. H b wed- known that there b 
more than one center of power in Pakbtan in so far as its Afghan 
policy b concerned. Hence, the difficulty of dealing with a country 
such as Pakistan b compounded by the fact that it b itself riddled 
with its own domestic problems. 

The conference may therefore consider the following points 
as it deliberates on its options to the Afghan issue. 

Firstly, the government of Burhanuddin Rabbani should be 
recognized as the legitimate representative of the Afghan people 
until a permanent solution is found to the crisis. In short, the 
internationally recognized government prior to the takeover of 
the Taleban should be restored. 

Secondly, Pakbtan's sincerity will now be tested in the con- 
ference and it will improve its image by agreeing to allow the 
Afghans to decide for themselves, sans its interference. 

Thirdly, since an arms embargo will not work with regard to 
Afghanbtan because of the peculiarities of its terrain and vast 
borders ityith other countries, the conference should not concen- 
trate on this issue. 

Fourthly, the Afghan crisb cannot be settled without the active 
participation of Afghanistan's immediate neighbors. Any plan should 
therefore include or have the consent of its imme&ate neighbor*. 

In sum, the conference could be another last chance at peace 
for that troubled country. The opportunity afforded by the 

conference b great and, needless to say, it b not a place for 
rhetoric to prosper but a venue for discussing practical solutions 
that should accommodate the interests of all the factions. 


Statement Slams German Accusations 
Against Iranian Officials 


TEHRAN — The Union of the Is- 
lamic Associations of College 
Students here on Saturday 
slammed the German federal 
prosecutor for levelling un- 
founded accusations against sen- 
ior Iranian officials. 

Issuing a strongly worded 
statement, the union said the deci- 
sion of the German government 
to accuse the highest ranking offi- 
cials of a country hy relying on 
unfounded evidence is in contra- 
diction of internationally-recog- 
nized norms. 

The statement said the German 


government should know that 
such moves would discredit Ger- 
many before the world Muslims. 

The German government 
should have known that a revolu- 
tionary nation would not overlook 
its principles under any circum- 
stances and so it could not he 
treated in such a manner at all, 
the statement read. 

The Bonn government had 
better think twice about its im- 
mature action and not allow irre- 
pairahle losses to be inflicted on 
German prestige, the statement 
concluded. URN A} 


Ambassadors Desigaate Submit Credeatials to President 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — The newly-appointed 
ambassadors of Canada, Tajikis- 
tan and Turkey to Tehran held 
separate meetings with President 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani here 
Sunday and handed copies oftheir 
credentials to him. 

in His meeting with the presi- 
dent. the new Canadian Ambassa- 
dor Charles Michel de Salaherry 
said that the Islamic Republic is 
the second trade partner of his 
country in the region. He stressed 
that Iran is an important state in 
the region enjoying the richest 
culture and civilization in the 
world. 

He added that since Iran is lo- 
cated in the center of a strategic 
region, his country is willing to 
enhance economic ties with the 
Islamic Republic of Iran. 

The president, tor his purl, 
wished success for the Canadian 




diplomat during his mission in 
Iran. He reiterated that there is no 
obstacle in the way of promotion 
of Teh ran -Ottawa ties. 

In a separate meeting with 
President Rafsanjani, the new Ta- 
jik Ambassador to Tehran Tash- 
mat Nazirov referred to religious, 
historical and cultural commonal- 
ties between the Islamic Republic 
and his country, saying that Ta- 
jikistan attaches great importance 
to Iran's role in maintaining 
peace and stability in the region. 

On behalf of President 
Imomali Rakhmanov, the Tajik 
diplomat invited President Raf- 
sanjani to visit Dushanbe in a 
near future. He said that his gov- 
ernment and people consider the 
forthcoming visit of the Iranian 
president as a move to strengthen 
Tehran-Dushanhe bilateral ties. 

Referring to the importance of 
(Conldon Pg.15) 






TEHRAN (Nov. 17) — New Canadian Ambassador hands 
credentials to President Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 




TEHRAN (Nov. 17) — President Rafsanjani receives credentials 
of the new Tajik ambassador to Tehran. 


TEHRAN (Nov. 17) - President Rafsanjani receives Turkish 
^ambassador who submits his credentials to him. 

Mqpiba T*«n — Tatra Tta*« 


Spanish Official 
Confers With Velayati 


Habibi Holds Talks With Foreign 
Dignitaries in Rome 


. 
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Tehran Tones Service 
TEHRAN — Head of the Prov- 
ince of Galicia in northwest 
Spain, Manuel Fraga, who is here 
at the head of a delegation, con- 
ferred with Iran's Foreign Minis- 
ter Ali Akbar Velayati on 
Sunday. 

Manuel Fraga expressed satis- 
faction with his visit to Iran and 
described his observations as 
“very wonderful and praisewor- 
thy.” 

He further described the Is- 
lamic Republic of Iran as a won- 
derful blend of traditional values 
and advancements characteristic 
of the modern age. 

“We found Iran an active, dy- 
namic country full of energy,” 
the Spanish official said. 

Alluding to the important eco- 
nomic and industrial contracts and 
cooperation concluded between 
Tehran and Madrid, he praised 
the achievements of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran in these areas as 
praiseworthy. 

He evaluated Iran's role in the 
region, especially in Central Asia 
and the Caucasus, describing it as 
important, and referred to Iran's 
construction of a railway which 
starts from Bandar Abbas and 
which connects the regions to the 
rest of the world as a significant 
measure that would boost the re- 
gion's economy and development. 

Fraga stressed affirmation of 
the values, traditions and relig- 
ions respected hy nations and 
calledd the United States' imposi- 


tion of monopolistic extraterrito- 
rial values and policies as “futile 
and an unsuccessful attempt.'* 

On his part. Foreign Minister 
Dr. Ali Akbar Velayati reiterated 
the importance of Madrid-Tehran 
relations and underlined the need 
for constant exchange of delega- 
tions and talks between the two 
countries, giving an outline of 
Iran's plans and accomplish- 
ments. 

Velayati branded regional co- 
operation as the most suitable and 
most natural form of relations 
among countries and welcomed 
the expansion of cooperation in 
Spain's relations with Central 
Asian countries and Caucasia 
through the Islamic Republic of 
Iran. 

Both officials also exchanged 
views on the many commonalties 
enjoyed by divine religions and 
stressed peaceful inter-religions 
co-existence, noting international 
developments and die new inter- 
national system. 


ROME — The visiting Iranian 
Vice President Hasson Habibi in 
separate meetings here Saturday 
with senior officials of Sudan, In- 
dia, Democratic People’s Repub- 
lic of Korea (DPRK) and 
Kazakhstan discussed expansion 
of Iran's relations with these 
countries. 

Habibi, heading a high-ranking 
delegation is currently here for 
the World Food Summit, organ- 
ized .by the UN Food and Agri- 
culture Organization (FAO). 

In a meeting with Sudanese 
President Omar Hassan Ahmad 
al-Bashir, held on the sidelines of 
the FAO summit. Habibi ex- 
pressed satisfaction over estab- 
lishment of peace between Sudan 
and Uganda. 

Appreciating great efforts of 
President Akbar Hashemi Rafsan- . 
jam of Iran and the Iranian gov- 
ernment in settling dispute 
between Sudan and Uganda, Al- 
Bashir said that the best way to v 
counter U.S. pressure is consoli- 
dation of friendship among all Is- 


President Receives Outgoing 
Austria! Ambassador 


TEHRAN - Outgoing Austrian 
Ambassador to Tehran Erich 
Martin Butlenhauser in a meeting 
with President Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani on Saturday called for 

expansion of relations between Te- 
hran and Vienna. 

At the end of his mission in 
Iran, the Austrian ambassador 
said that he had witnessed great 


progress in Iran in infrastructure 
field and m elimination of depri- 
vation from rural areas, which 
are praiseworthy. 

The president in reply termed 
bilateral relations between Iran 
ancl Austria as positive and reli- 
able and expressed hope that Te- 
hran-Vienna ties would further 
expand in the future. URNA} 


lamic states. 

In a separate meeting, Habibi 
and Indian Prime Minister H.D. 
Deve Gowda stressed the need$~ 
confront the hegemonistk policies 
of foreign powers in the region 
and to settle the critical situation 
in Afghanistan. 

Multilateral cooperation 

among regional states will lead to 
establishment of peace and secu- 
rity in the Persian Gulf and Indian 
Ocean regions, Habibi told the In- 
dian prime minister. 

Praising efforts made by Iran 
to solve Afghan crisis, Gowda 
noted that New Delhi supports 
Iran's stance on Afghanistan. . ^ 

In another meeting Habibi re- 
viewed regional and international 
developments with DPRK Deputy 
Prime Minister, Kong Jin Tae. 

Landing Islamic Republic's 
humanitarian aid to the people of 
DPRK, Tae called for exchang 8 
of experiences between the two 
countries. 

In his talks with Kazakh, dep* 
uty premier, Habibi unefedined 
tiie need to establish peace and 
stability in Central Asia and fcj. 
Afghanistan. Both officials Uso 
called for further strengthening 
tiw Economic Coopefarion ^ - 
ganization (ECO). 

Condemning interferenofr °f 
foreign powers, in internal jdfiut? 
of Afghanistan, the Kazakh.®®: 
cial praised Iran's great effort® ® 
solve the crises in regcnal state* 
including Kazakhstan and TajikB- 
tan. ■ „ 
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Polish Minister of Construction 
CMtas with velayati 


TEHRAN TIMES 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - The visiting Polish 
Minister of Regional Planning and 
Construction Ms. Barbara Blida 
here on Saturday voiced Warsaw's 
willingness to develop economic 
cooperation with Tehran. 

In a meeting with Foreign Min- 
ister Ali Akbar Vclayati Ms. 

1 -d^lida said there exist bright pros- 
pects for Tehran- Warsaw rela- 
tions, IRNA reported. ' 
Elaborating on the latest eco- 
nomic developments and the proc- 
ess of privatzalion in Poland. Ms. 
Blida voiced the interest of Polish 
companies to go on joint invest- 
ment with Iranian businessmen 

She hoped that in her negotia- 
tions with Iranian officials, agree- 
ments Would be made to facilitate 
economic cooperation between 
Iran and Poland. 

f Ms. Blida handed over a vol- 
ume of Holy Qoran's translation 
•n official Pnii-h language to Vc- 


fcjau and sa, d lransIa , lng lhc 
Ooran in Polish indicalcs Is . 
lam s lofty status in Poland! 

Vclayati said the political will 
o upgrade economic cooperation 
uctween the two nations and rcgu- 
Iarh holding of Tchran-Warsaw 
joint economic commission would 
sen e to form a comprehensive co- 
operation between Iran and Po- 
land. 

The two officials called for 
holding the session of joirt eco- 
nomic commission at the earliest 
convenience, 


Iran -Canada to Er/mtul Private 
Sector Cooperation 


NOVEMBER 18. 1996 


Tehran Tunes Service 

- Canadian Senator, 
Nicholas Taylor. and that 

cou ? iy ' s ambassador to Tehran 
Conferred with vice-chairman of 
mn Chamber or Commerce. 
™f lncs and Mines. Mir 
Mohammad Sadeqi. surveying 
ways for expansion or economic 
coopcraikm and strengthening 
private sccotr relations between 
the two countries. 

Mir Mohammad Sadeqi said 
that in the first and second five 
year development plans, the way 


has been paved for active presence 

of private sector in economic 
operations. 

He added that suitable laws 
have been formulated, 
encouraging foreign investment 
and ensuring the interests of 
domestic and foreign investors. 

On Iran's foreign debts. Mir 
Mohammad Sadeqi said that Iran 
w*H clear all its debis in the next 
four years. 

The Canadian senator said that 
Canadians arc interested 
investing in Iran. 


Iran, Poland Sign Letter 
of Understanding 

i n Tbwies Service ,n mL 



- Tehrmt Times Service 

TEHRAN - A sudden surge in oil 
output is helping ease Qatar’s cash 
Bow problems until it starts 
I *aping the rewards from liquefied 
nahual gas (LNG) production, 
economists and bankers said in 
Doha 

The oil hnnam-o will reduce the 


Tekrmt Times Service 
TERHAN - The visiting Polish 
Minister of Regional Planning and 
Construction Ms. Barbara Blida 
and the Iranian Minister of 
Housing and Urban Development 
Abbas Ahmad Akhundi in their 
meeting here on Saturday inked a 
letter of understanding on 
exchange of experience in the 
sectors of housing and urban 
const ruction projects. 

In the meeting, the two sides 
agreed on encouraging the two 
countries' private sectors and en- 
gineering companies to participate 


in either countries' construction 
plans. IRNA reported. 

While nerc the Polish minister 
met and conferred with the Iranian 
ministers of Commerce Yahya AI- 
c Eshaq. of Industries Motam- 
mad-Rc/a Nematzbdeh and of 
Foreign Ministry Ali Akbar Ve- 
layaii. Site also met and discussed 
with some of the women repre- 
sentatives of the Iranian Parlia- 
ment (Majlis). 

During her stay in Tehran she 
also inspected some under con- 
struction residential units and 
building materials factories. 


UAESays 
Concessions to WTO 


Pi 


Tehran. Times Service 

TEHRAN - The United Arab 
Jgpdrates (UAE) said on Sunday it 
nad made no major concessions to 
join the World Trade Organization 
(WTO), maintaining curbs on 
foreign firms seeking business in 
the Persian Gulf country. 

In a paper presented to a semi- 
nar in Abu Dhabi the Economy 
and Commerce Ministry said tie 
government would keqj a 10- 
year-old ban on licences for new 
foreign banks and would not re- 
move restrictions on foreign own- 
ership. AFP reported. 


opening branches in the UAE or 
operating banks and other finan- 
cial institution from expanding 
their activities. 

Foreign companies seeking 
business in the emirates must also 
do so through a joint venture, in 
which UAE nationals should own 
at least 51 percent. 

Foreigners and foreign com- 
panies are also not allowed to own 
land or property in the UAE while 
foreign services firms will not be 
permitted to recruit labor from 
abroad except a maximim 50 per- 
cent of their specialized employ- 


up. /vrr rcponccL v * »pti.Hiiizca cmpio\ 

Regarding obligations towards ^ and administrative managers, 

the services sector, the UAE has the ministry said. 

It stressed the UAE’s member- 
ship of the Geneva-based WTO 
"does not constitute a heavy bur- 
den on the country or create any 
difficulties but rather it provides it 
with enough flexibility to benefit 
from world trade." 

The UAE, a major OPEC oil 
producer, joined WTO in 1994. 
when more than 100 countries 
signed a landmark agreement in 
Morocco to open up trade. 


not made major commitments 
when it joined the WTO... the 
concessions made concern a small 
number of services and were ac- 
cording to conditions that protect 
tlx: vital economic interests of the 
country." the paper said. 

It said there would be no 
change in the existing laws pre- 
venting new foreign banks from 

Flood Inflicts 
Uls, 60 bn tft Damage 
*V Mazandaran. 

Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - Based on the latest 
statistical reports, recent floods 
have inflicted RIs. 60 billion in 
damage on five cities and 90 vil- 
lages of Mazandaran Province, the 
manager of (he provincial natural 
^ disaster hcadquarics Rahmatollah 
Ahmadi said on Saturday. 

The official added that some 

10.030 residential units. 239 
development and infrastructure 
projects. 4500 hectares of 
farmland, four warehouses and six 
poultry farms have been damaged 
and six people in the cities of Sari. 
Babol and Neka lost their lives. 
IRNA reported. 

He added that the provincial 
cities of Sari, Babolsar. Fereidun 
r Kenar, Babol Qaem Shahr and 
Neka were among the dries hit by 
the floods. 

Two villages and some part of 
Fereidun Kenar arc now under 
water, he added 


Officials and experts have said 
the deal would boost economic 
growth worldwide and open new 
markets for exports by developing 
nations. 

The UAE study said global re- 
ductions in import tariffs under 
the WTO deal which replaced the 
General Agreement on Tariff and 
Trade (GATT). would benefit the 
country's exports of petrochemi- 
cals and ready -made garments. 

It said the accord would also 
dissuade the United States and 
other countries from imposing 
quotas on the UAE’s garment ex- 
ports. 

The study ruled out any impact 
on the UAE's commercial links 
with its five partners in the 15- 
y car-old Persian Gulf Cooperation 
Council (PGCC) — Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain. Qatar, Kuwait and 
Oman. “The WTO rules allow the 
UAE to receive and provide a 
preferential treatment in its trade 
wiih i he Pfirv states . ” 


mM 



Persian Gulf stale’s deficit accu- 
mulated from borrowing heavily 
from international banks to de- 
velop its off-shore north field, the 
world’s largest proven reserves of 
LNG. an AFP dispatch reported. 

The Persian Gulf Arab stale's 
oil production rose from 390.000 
barrels per day in 1995 to 470.000 
bpd in March 1996 and will reach 
"a little bit over 500.000 barrels 
per day” at the end or the year, the 
emir’s economic adv isor Ibrahim 
Boutros Ibrahim said. 

Qatar seeks to boost oil output 
to 700.000 bpd by the year 2000. 

Oil industry executives said the 
Qatar General Petroleum Com- 
pany has boosted its own produc- 
tion by raising capacity a! the 
on-shore Dukhan field to 280.000 
bpd, with 100.000 bpd more from 
two off-shore fields. 

The U.S. company Occidental 
raised its off-shore production at 
the Idd Al-Shargi field from 

20.000 bpd in 1994 to 70.000 bpd 
this year. 

The Danish firm Maersk 
boosted production at the Al-Sha- 
hecn field from 25.000 bpd to 

40.000 to 50.000 bpd in three 
years. 

By early next year, the U.S. 
firm ARCO will produce 30,000 
. bpd at Al-Rayan and Elf Aqui- 
taine of France is to start pumping 
oil from the Al-Khalccj field with 
a similar output target. 

The simultaneous rise in the 
price of oil which has hit around 
22 dollars per barrel provides an 
unexpected windfall as the 1996- 
97 budget unveiled in April was 
based on a price of I5J dollars 
per barrel the banker said. 

The additional revenue should 
reduce the projected deficit of 960 
million dollars or maybe even 
eliminate iL the banker said. 

"My estimate is that this year 
there will be no deficit, which 
doesn’t mean we won’t have one 
next year.” said Ibrahim, who is 
an advisor to the emir. Sheikh 
Hamad ibn Khalifa al-Thani. 

The priority remains to pui pub- 
lic finances hack in order through 
culling spending in older to bal- 
ance the budget permanently over 
the next (wo or three yea is while 
waiting for the gas revenues, the 
emir's advisor said. 

Qatar Liquefied Gas Company' 
(Qatargas) plans to export its first 
shipment of LNG. to Japan in De- 
cember. and to produce six million 
ions a year by 2001. 

Ras Lallan Liquefied Natural 
Gas Co. (Rasgas) is expected to 
begin producing 2.4 million tons 
of LNG a year 1 999 for export to 

South Korea. 

Revenue from (lie Ing exports 
will be used for a long period to 
pay off debts owed to interna- 
tional banks to develop the north 
field, whose gas reserves arc esti- 
mated at 10 trillion cubic meters 
(350 trillion cubic feet). 

The oil revenues will help 
Qatar make ends meet, the banker 


said. 

A diplomat added: "that’s 
bound to increase the cash flow 
and it’s going to have a real im- 
pact on the economy. 

“The payment record is going 
to improve drastically. Then: are 
instructions filtering (out) that 
payments should not exceed one 
or two days. Delays now stand at 
six months to a year." he added. 

The reconciliation announced 
October 20 between the emir and 
his father Sheikh Khalifa, who has 
been in exile since his son toppled 
him in a bloodless palace coup last 
vear. has “helped stabilize the 
government.” a banker said. 

"The atmosphere has eased a 
lot." a European diplomat said. 

The emir last month decided to 
halt lawsuits .against Sheikh 
Khalifa in return for his settling 
billions of dollars in missing state 
funds, in a move (hat could also 
provide an added boost to state 
coffers. 

No details of the deal have been 
released, however. 


Oman Inaugurates Natural 
Gas Plant 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - Sultan Qaboos of 
Oman inaugurated on Saturday the 
construction of a 1.2-bilIion-dolIar 
liquefied natural gas (LNG) plant 
as part of a plan to reduce the 
country's dependence on oil ex- 
ports. 

"The construction of the 
liquefied natural gas plant falls 
within a six-billion dollar project, 
which should generate 24 billion 
dollars for the sultanate over the 
next 25 years." Oman's Oil 
Minister Said ibn Ahmed 
al-Shanfari said at the ceremony 
in Muscat, as reported by AFP. 

He said that several 
international financial institutions 
had provided loans covering 80 
percent of the cost of the project. 

Oman awarded a contract on 
Thursday to a consortium made up 
of the Japanese company Chivoda 


and the U.S. firm Foster Wlicclcr 
for the const met ion of the LNG 
plant. 

The plan! is being built at 
Al-Galila. near the port of Sur on 
the Gulf of Oman, and is to be 
operational in 1999. with annual 
production of 6.6 million tons of 
Ing. the official Omani News 
Agency (ONA ) said. 

Oman, which has oil reserves 
expected to run out in the next 20 
years, is to begin exporting LNG 
to South Korea in 2000 and to 
Thailand in 2003. 

Contrary to oil exploration, the 
production of natural gas requires 
huge investments which require 
long-term purchase contracts to be 
economically viable. 

Oman’s natural gas reserves 
arc estimated at 750 billion cubic 
meters (about 26 trillion cubic 
feel). 


attention Bit Int’l Shipping 
& Forwaiding Companies 


Mobarakeh Steel Mill intends to carry its needed 1 20,000 
tons of iron ore concentrate by a ship with the same 
capacity from Brazil (Ponte Yobio Port) to Bandar Abbas in 
one of 3 months of Esfand ’75, Farvardin or Ordibehesht 
’76. Due to shallow quay of Bandar Abbas, the cargo 
appropriately away from the jetty should be unloaded by 
floating cranes or the like. All international domestic and 
foreign shipping and forwarding companies having the 
capability to shoulder the task, including transportation of 
the cargo from loading port and unloading it in the target 
jetty may express their readiness and methods of unloading 
through fax numbers 031 324324 - 03 1 327512 to 
Department for Transportation & Services Contracts Affairs 
no later than ten days after the publishing date of the 
advertisement. 

All the proposals will be evaluated and the prices will be 
inquired from the qualified companies. 

Mobavaheh Steel Mill 
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Key to Empowerment 


Part 2 

The educational gains for girls 
and women at all levels were im- 
pressive. The world adult female 


136 per 100. in Bulgaria 124 per 
100. and in Portugal 1 13 per 100. 
Yet. the gap between male and fe- 
male literacy rates grew as illitcr- 


abruptly slowed and in sonic in- 
stances. actually reversed ihe 
steady progress of preceding dec- 
ades. Pre-existing inequalities ex- 
perienced by women worsened 
during the economic crisis and 
women suffered disproportionate!} 
from the cuts in education. Rapid 
population growth also contributed 
to the rise in the total number of 



Women have also made great progress in the teaching profession and, after decades of 
improvement, half or more of first-level teachers around the world (excluding Africa) 
are women. In Asia and the Pacific , 49 percent of first-level teachers are now women, 
compared to 38 percent in 1970; in Africa, 39 percent are now women, compared to 28 

percent in 1970. 


illiteracy rate fell from 45 percent 
in I960 to 35 percent in 1985. Fe- 
male enrollment in primary schools 
in the developing world was as high 
as 44 percent by 1980. up by 7 
percent from 1950. Near universal 
primary’ school enrollment had 
been attained in Latin America and 
much of Asia. Girl's enrollment in 
secondary schools increased from 
24 percent in 1950 to 40 percent in 
1980. 

Throughout this entire period, 
women continued to close the gap 
with men, not only in secondary 
school enrollment but also in uni- 
versity. Today there arc more 
women than men enrolled in higher 
education in several countries, ac- 
cording to UNESCO sources. For 
instance, in 1990 in Qatar there 
were 202 women per 100 mem like- 
wise, in Lesotho 172 per 100. in 
Mongolia 149 per 100 in Panama 


acy rate for men fell faster than for 
women, highlighting the fact that 
access to education continued to be 
easier for males than for females. 

Women have also made great 
progress in the teaching profession 
and, after decades of improvement, 
half or more of first-level teachers 
around the world (excluding Af- 
rica) are women. In Asia and the 
Pacific. 49 percent of first-level 
teachers are now women com- 
pared to 38 percent in 1970: in 
Africa. 39 percent are now women, 
compared to 28 percent in 1970. 

The Effects of the Economic 
Crisis on Education 
1 / he economic crisis of the 
Cs'l 980s and the remedial 
structural adjustment programs 
adopted by tlic developing coun- 
tries under the auspices of interna- 
tional financial institutions 


ill iterate womcn-a trend which is 
expected to continue into the 
twenty-first century. 

According to ihcUnilcd Nations 
Children's Fund (UNICEF), the 
world’s least developed countries 
slashed their education budgets by 
25 percent per capita during the 
1 980s in order to deal with the debt 
crisis: Latin America and tlic Car- 
ibbean cITcctcd the largest cuts, in 
Jamaica, per capita real expendi- 
ture on education was cut by about 
one third from 1980 to 1985. Bo- 
livia and Costa Rica cut their edu- 
cation expenditures by over 45 and" 
41 percent respectively. 

The deterioration of education 
programs became most acute in 
many African nations which had 
mark great strides after achieving 
independence. Some countries vir- 
tually eliminated education from 
their budgets: Zaire, one of the 


world's poorest countries with one 
of the highest illiteracy rates, 
slaslicd its education budget from 
15.2 percent or total expenditure in 
1972 to 0.8 percent in 1986. As 
school buildings and equipment de- 
cayed. teacher's salaries were de- 
valued up to ten times as a result ol" 
spiralling inflation, and school fees 
were introduced in main countries. 
The dramatic fall in per capita in- 
come often meant that parents 
could not afford the transportations 
costs or the school supplies their 
children required. Reports of 
schools operating without desks, 
blackboards, slates or books be- 
came common: some African com- 
munities. in a desperate attempt to 
provide even a minimum of learn- 
ing for their children, created 
makeshift outdoor schools with 
volunteer teachers, nrosl of whom 
were womca 

The impact of the global eco- 
nomic crisis and subsequent effects 
at adjustment on the availability 
and quality of education has yet to 
be assessed, but as Adcbayo Ad- 
edeji, former Executive Secretary’ 
of the Economic Commission for 
Africa, recently warned. "If things 
continue like this. Africa will have 
more illiterate people as a propor- 
tion of the po;uilation than at inde- 
pendence" — a scenario which will 
have disastrous consequences for 
the continent’s futi .or. as Ade- 
jiji put it: "how can you develop an 
illiterate society?" 

During the 1980s. as a result of 
the economic crisis: 

* Some 16 low-income and 14 
middle-income countries with on- 
going structural adjustment pro- 
grams experienced falling ratios of 
primary’ school enroll mcnL In the 
first category, female enrollments 
were most severely affected in So- 
malia. Togo and Mali where rates 
fell by 40. 18 and 15 percent respec- 
tively. In the second Category, 
Yemen. Chile and Costa Rica were 
most affected. 

* Improvements in secondary' 
education enrollments slowed 
down in much of Asia and Africa, 
and in several countries there was a 
lower enrollment for girls than for 
boys among the poorer strata of 
society. 

* In six Latin American coun- 



Ifyou educate a man, you ed u c a t e one person; if you 
educate a woman, you educate an entire family. 


tries, education deteriorated both in 
quantitative and qualitative terms. 

* Drop-out rates increased in 
several countries as a result of in- 
troduction of school Tecs. 

Girls are often the first to suffer 
from these set-backs since female 
education is not a priority among 
families, local communities and 
governments. If a family is to 
choose which child will continue 
its education, preference is invari- 
ably given to boys, in the belief (hat 
their chances for employment is 


better than girls’. Hard-press par- 
ents also tend to take their girls out 
of school Id help them with domes- 
tic work and child care, or else to 
marry them off In addition, rapid 
population growth and shrinking 
education budgets in many devel- 
oping countries mean that there are 
not enough schools to accommo- 
date the school-age population, 
which expanded by a staggering^ 
per cent between 1970 and lSflisS. 
Again girls arc the first to be ex- 
cluded. (To be contd) 






ProIeslors: Miss WWW Contest Redoces Women io Se'^^^^^^"' 


NEW DELHI. India - Organizers of 
the Miss World Beauty Contest 
said last Wednesday they have de- 
cided to move the pageant to Sey- 
chelles next year because of 
business reasons, but the move ap- 
parently was triggered by protests 
in India. 

Protestors say the Miss World 
Contest demeans women and re- 
duces them to a set of numbers. 
Local feminists say the contest's 
swimsuit portion goes against In- 
dian culture and values. 

"It makes more sense to hold it 
in the Seychelles." said Manohar 
Arcot. General Manager of the 
Amitabh Bachchan Corp. Ltd., 
which has two-year rights to the 
beauty pageant and had planned to 
hold it in the southern Indian city of 
Bangalore both years. 

"We are a business organization 
and the viability is important," Ar- 
cot said in a telephone interview. . 
The government of Seychelles had 


Advertise in 
Tehran Times 


offered (he group a guarantee of 
$5.3 million to hold the pageant 
there. 

Protests from Indian leftist and 
right-wing groups, however, forced 
the organizers to move next 
month's controversial swimsuit 
sections'- which were to be held in 
Agra. Jaipur and Madras - to the 
Scydtcllcs. Most Indians frown on 
people wearing skimpy clotiics and 
few women in the subcontinent 
would dare to be seen in a swimsuit. 

Tlic group, which is owned by 
India's top film star. Amitabh 
Bachchan. is going a Ire ad with this 
year’s pageant in Bangalore, un- 
mindful of rising protests, Arcot 
said. 

"The Karnataka government has 
categorically assured us that wc 
will have no cause for concern. 
They have assured us all protec- 
tion," he said. 

The. stale government says (hat 
although Bangalore will benefit lit- 
tle economically from the pageant 
it hopes the publicity will lure more 
foreign investors to the city, popu- 
larly known as India's Silicon val- 
ley for its numerous computer 
software companies. 

The student wing of tlic Bhara- 
tiya Janata Party. India's largest op- 


position group, said it would not 
allow the contest to be held any- 
where in India. The group plans a 
scries of protests beginning next 
week, said M.H. Sridhar. an activ- 
ist "We will oppose the contest at 



all costs.” said M.D. Nanjun- 
daswamy, a feisty farmers* leader 
who successfully led protests 
against Multinationals Fast Food 
Chain KFC and Seed Manufacturer 
Cargill Inc. (at) 


Anger At Indonesian 
Vice-President’s Women Comments 


Unknown Organization Threatens 
Miss World Contest Viewers 


NEW DELHI — An unknown or- 
ganization calling itself "Indian Ti- 
gers" has threatened to attack those 
viewing the Miss World Beauty 
Pageant '96. to be held later this 
month in Bangalore, capital of the 
southern Indian stale of Karnataka. 

A statement from the Indian Ti- 
gers. received here by various 
newspapers offices and news agen- 
cies said "Those who purchase the 
tickets for viewing the contest 
should be ready to risk tiicir limbs 
and lives". 

"Poor, toiling and working class 
had the rights to attack the viewers, 
said the release adding that Indian 
Tigers will reward each attack by 
paying Indian ns. 1000. 

This mysterious organization 
has also claimed the responsibility 
for attacks on the office of Miss 
World Organizers. Amitabh Bach- 


han Corporation Limited (ACCI) 
and throwing country-made bomb 
at the pageant venue about a week 
ago. . 

With the date of the holding of 
the Miss World event drawing 
nearer, it seems that Bangalore is 
heading Tor a close showdown be- 
tween the organizers and the state 
government on one side and the 
anti -contest activists on the other. 

Instead of police, the comman- 
dos of Border Security Force 
(BSF), National Security Guards 
(NSG). paramilitary forces and 
Women Rapid Action Force 
(WRAF) have been assigned to the 
task of providing Security to t'he 
event. Whereas, agitators have 
threatened to unleash violence, 
even sending suicide squads to the 
venue stadium, to stop the event. 

tlRNA) 


JAKARTA - Indonesian women’s 
groups on Friday condemned 
comments by Vice President Try 
Sutrisno that a woman's place was 
In the home. 

"Working women should not 
forget their destiny of being a 
mother in a household,” Sutrisno 
told a national conference on 
working women on Thursday, the 
Jakarta Post reported. 

He said working women 
should "strike a balance between 
the two facets of their lives." and 
realize that the “quality” of their 
household chores was bound to be 
lower than if they had jobs. 

More than 37 million 
Indonesian women have jobs, 
nearly 50 percent of the women of 
working age. according to 
government figures! In 1988 only 
16,9 million women, or 33 percent 
of those of working age. were in 
employment. 

The country i$ overwhelmingly 
Muslim, but women's groups 
condemned Sutrisno ’s comments 
as a way to justify wage disparity 
between men and women. 

“The government has a gender 
ideology which means women 
always have to have one foot in 
the home and one in the public 


sphere. Women are not seen as 
bread winners,”- lia Nadia of the 
KaJyanamitia group (old AFP. 

Nadia said the policy had been 
“exploited by industry to use 
women as cheap labour.” 

“Because she is not defined^ 
the breadwinner, she will never be 
paid the same,” Nadia said. 

The Minister of Health, Sujudi. 
said last Thursday that around 30 
percent of working women suffer 
from anemia caused ty 
malnutrition, which contributed to 
a 20 percent loss in productivity. 

(Aff) 

First Woman 
Mayor 
Appointed * 

Tehxm TimtsStrnu 

TEHRAN — The Mayor of 
Tehran, Ghofcun-Hussein Kaibas* 
chi, here Sunday appointed ZshM 
Sadr- Azam Nouri as the mayor of 
Tehran’s 7th district. 

Noun, the first women mayor 
throughout the Iranian history- aS ' 
sumed ofifice on Sunday - 

She has already served as m* 1 **' 
aging director of Khavararv Cul^; 
tuie House, southeastern Tehran. 
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Women Crack Acapulco’s Famed 
Cliff-Diving Competition 

Meaco- On dares, / 


TEHRAN TIMES 


NOVEMBER 18. 1 996 


ACAPULCO, Mexico - On dares, 
™rkk*s and for prizes, men have 
been diving from a cliff into a sea- 
fillpd chasm here for decades. Until 
now, women simply watched one of 
Mexico’s great rituals of ‘ma- 
cirismb.’ 

Butm the demise of another gen- 
der bonier, women went fair prize 
nxwcy for the first time Saturday in 

the world-renowned Acapulco cliff- 


It was part equal-opportunity, 
part marketing inspiration. Organ- 
izers hoped the presence of female 
. divers would rejuvenate the event 
after a three-year hiatus. 

The money wasn't enormous: 

dlrs 6,000 apiece for the winners of 

sqoarate men’s and women’s divi- 
sions. But this was mainly about 
bragging rights. Most of the com- 
petitore hoped to boost their mar- 
quee .value as divers on the 
amusement-park circuit. 

On ^Saturday, six American and 
Canadian women jumped from the 
cliffs of this Pacific resort city, 180 
miles (290 kilometers) southwest of 
Mexico City, into a churning gorge 
-known as ‘La Quebrada’, or “the 
break . The 27 men taking part 

were to compete Sunday. 

C /a. Heidi Pascoe took first place on 


women and didn’t want to see one 
hurt, ’ said Hernandez, who was 
only American to win the annual 
competition twice during its first 
rocatnation from 1967 to 1993. 

But Hernandez said that after 
canvassing a small cadre of intema- 
tional women professionals, he de- 
cided -it was time to bring it into the 
2 1 st century and have women rep- 
resented*. 

La Quebrada is no small leap for 
man or woman. 

From atop a tiny platform 87 feet 
C27 meters) high, the ribbon of sea 
water below seems light-years 
away. Divers watch tidal swells fill 
the chasm, count off a couple of 
seconds and spring into the air. Two 
axronds later they hit water that 
vanes from seven feet to 15 feet 
(two to five meters) deep at a top 
speed of 65 mph (1 05 kph). 

They come up smiling, but that 
first step is a big one. 

On Thursday, U.S. competitor 
Montana Miller took one look and 
balked. But on Friday the 26-year- 
old hit a picture-perfect head-first 
practice dive from a height of 68 
feet (21 meters). 

“Yesterday I couldn't do it, but 
today I could. I’m so proud of my- 


Heidi Pascoe took first place on ~ pf0Ud ° f my_ 

two cleanly executed dives from 68 w- n ^ mySeIf a bifi hu S'" 
feet (21 meters’! - » sa,d Fnday. She went on to 

finish sixth Saturday. 


- — Mum VO 

feet (21 meters) - a forward-double 
somersault with a half-twist and a 
flying one-and-a-half somersault. 

“I went up the cliff to do my 
best, and if the best takes me to the 
top so be it," said Pascoe, 24, of 
the United States. "I bowed my 
bead and prayed. I’m pretty proud 
of myself.” 

The women were following a 
pioneer named Barbara Winter. In 
1977, she performed well in prac- 
tice rounds at Acapulco but was 
refused permission to compete 
against men in the finals. 

The men in the Acapulco Cliff 
Divers’ Union, who set the rules for 
the event, put aside their doubts this 
year on the advice of producer-pro- 
moter Sam Hernandez. 

“The local divers were appre- 
hensive at first because they respect 


Olympic diving platforms are 
about half as high at 10 meters, or 
33 feet. Dives at Acapulco are 
judged on artistry, height and tech- 
nical difficulty. Women were al- 
lowed, but not required, to jimp 


lr«»m the top. there are two interme- 
diate heights. 

"You have to jump way out to 
miss Wiring the rocks,” said Miller, 
who had dived from an 80- foot (24- 
meler) platform into 9 feet (3 me- 
ters) of water hut had never taken 
the plunge from a cliff before the 
weekend. “In ladder diving, going 
forward is the last thing you want 
to do or you'll miss the tank." 

Raul Garcia was eight years old 
when he made his first cliff dive in 
1936. at. a time when many kids 
were taking the plunge on a dare. It 
was a man’s world then, and he says 
he would keep it that way. 

“We don’t want to lose the mys- 
tique." said Garcia. 68. 

But the new contestants only 
added to La Quebrada’s legend. 

Americans Dustin and Becca 
Webster took the plunge together 
for a second time Friday. The 
Websters* synchronized dive re-en- 
acted a 1991 wedding ceremony in 
which they said "I do" and leapt 70 
feet (2 1 meters) into a small tank in 
a Los Angeles amusement park. 

American Lucy Streeter, who 
finished third, was here to cap a 
career after earning what is thought 
to be the women's high-diving 
world record at just over 120 feet 
(37 meters) in 1985 in Hong Kong. 

“It has been a macho thing with ■ 
guys not wanting to see women go 
off (the cliff),” Streeter said, add- 
ing that she will probably retire 
after the weekend. “And maybe it 
would look bad. Maybe we would 
show them up a biL" 



S- .* 

:•*. 33= w- -- 

;"y | ^ c . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 








^Itl (NOV J 6 u ArS ! n "' nian player Cabriel of Rorenlina and Inter Milan's 

Mass.n.0 Pagan.n dash ,n the air during the, SErie A m atch in Milan. . IAfF moTot 

Figure Skuting-Lolique Trophy 

AR1S - Even on off days, world of the routine. k*k .k. * a Z. 


* — r miuw uiem up a OIL ' ’ (AP) 

Symonds Blasts Quickfire Century 
cvn f0 Put Queensland On Top 

^ - ,^ ndro " Symonds. on the fence for a sensational I II. 


who turned his back on an 
opportunity of playing test cricket 
lor England, led Quccnland lo a 
first innings lead over new south 
wales with an aggressive century 
on l he second day of their 
Sheffield Shield Crickel Match 
here Saturday. 

Symonds belted 105 in 100 
minutes after tea and was cauglu 
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82 of which were plundered in 
boundaries. including three 
massive sixes. 

His 99-ball innings m 132 
minutes and Trevor Barsbv’s 
entertaining 79. assisted by four 
missed catches and a missed 
stumping pushed quccnsland to 
330 all ouL a first innings lead or 
34. 

In two oxers before flic close, 
nsw were four without loss. 

Symonds went to tea on six 
with quccnsland 166 for three, but 
within just over an hour and a half 
after returning from (he break, he 
had blasted his wav to a century 
off only 93 balls. 

In Melbourne. Victoria's 
Darren Bony was the centre of 
attention as his side crushed South 
Australia on the second day of 
their Shield Match at the MCG. 

Berry equalled the Australian 
first -class record for the most 
dismissals by a ’keeper in an 
innings with eight and scored 47 
in Victoria's first innings. Veteran 
Dean Jones lopscorcd with 152. 

Victoria declared their first 
innings just before lurch Saturday 
on 345 for nine and then rolled the 
reigning Shield Champions for 84 
lo take control of the game. 

Victorian Captain Shane 
Wamc enforced the follow-on and 
at the close sa were 44 without 
loss, with Ben Johnson 19 and 
Adam Kimbcr 14. 

(AFP) 


SHARJAH, United Arab Emirates (Nov. 15): Pakistan captain 
Wassim Abram celebrates the fall, of New Ze land's 9th wicket 
during the final match of the Singer Champions Trophy in 
Sharjah, United Arab Emirates. Pakistan won by 41 runs. 

(AFP PHOTO) 
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PARIS — Even on off days, world 
champions Michelle Kwan and 
Todd Eldredge showed they still are 
good enough to win. 

Kwan won the Women’s Compe- 
tition at the Lalique Trophy Figure 
Skating Competition Saturday and 
Eldredge won the Men’s Event. 
Both did better in winning world 
tides in Edmonton, Alberta, last 
March. 

Kwan won die free skating with 
a routine that was a bit less than 
what would normally please her. 

“I wasn’t very happy, but I was 
satisfied," Kwan said. ”1 had a 
little bobble here and there, but f 
fought to the end." 

“Each performance that I do, 
you have to leant from it and hope 
to do better next time." Eldredge 
said. 

Still, it was the second victory of 
the season for each, following wias 
at the Skate America. 

Kwan, of Torrance, Calif., com- 
pleted six triple jumps but wobbled 
on a two jumps and scaled down 
another. 

"Sometimes you are not perfect 

in the air and you can’t do anything ■ 
about it," she said. "You fight and 
hope you land." 

Her routine to east Indian music 
still earned her marks mostly in the 
5.7- to-5.9 range on a scale of 6.0. 

I chose the music because it is 
very powerful and pushes me 
through the program," Kwan said. 

She has named the routine *Taj 
Mahal’, after the fabled Indian Pal- 
ace a king built for his queen. 

Second was Maria Butyrskaia of 
Russia, whose artistry rivaled 
Kwan’s. Tara Lipinski, a 14-year- 
old from the United Stales, was 
third. 

Lipinski was second last week to 
European Champion Irina Slut- 
skaya of Russia at Skate Canada. 

Eldredge was a bit off from his 
top performance at Edmonton when 
he used a brilliant routine to take the 
world title. 

He did seven triples but messed 
up one jump combination at the 
start. 

“1 got a little too close lo the 
boards. When I went to toe pick, my 
toe slipped out and I just hopped in 
the air," Eldredge said. 

He had to improvise another tri- 
ple axel combination in the middle 


of the routine. 

Second-place Viacheslav 
Zagorodniuk of Ukraine and third- 
place Michael Weiss of the United 
States both did eight triples but 
lacked the flair of Eldredge. 

Eldredge was challenged by 
European champion Zagorodniuk 
in the technical marks hut 
Eldredge's routine to music from 
'Independence Day* earned him the 
tetter marks in presentation and 
style, all 5.8s and 5.9s compared to 
the Ukrainian’s 5.7s and 5.8s 
Elvis Stojko, the 1994 and 1995 
world champion, was scheduled to 
compete but withdrew fh'day be- 
cause of food poisoning. 

Oksana Kazakova and Artur 
Dmitriev of Russia moved from 
third to first to win the pairs event. 
With an error-free routine and a 
superior style than the other cou- 
ples, they moved past Jenni Meno 
and Todd Sand of the United States, 
who led after Friday's short pro- 
gram, worth one-third the score. 

Dmitriev and Kazakova are the 
current European champions. He 
won the Olympics in 1992 with 
Natasha Mishkutienok. 

Meno and Sand, the three-time 
United States champions, did not 
attempt the difficult maneuvers that 
the Russians put in. 

"I fractured my wrist and we 
rnily started to do lifts and twists 10 
days ago, "meno said. “So we con- 
centrated on the jumps. It the first 
time we completed triple toe loops 


in both the short and long prog r a ms 
in a competition." 

Third went to another Russian 
pair, Elena Bereznaia and Anton 
Sikharulidze. Bereznaia returned to 
competition after getting a severe 
head injury when she was kicked in 
the head last January during a skat- 
ing practice. 

Marina Anissina and Gwendel 
Peizerat of France took the ice 
dance event but the surprise of the 
night was the second place of Eliza- 
beth Punsalan and Jerod Swallow. 

The Americans, under Russian 
coach Igor Shpilband, showed im- 
provement since last year when they 
were seventh in the world champi- 
onships. They had a intricate rou- 
tine to a upbeat Latin music 
punctuated by unique moves on 
high trumpet notes. 

Punsalan and Swallow beat Irina 
Romanova and Igor Yaroshenko of 
Ukraine for third. The Ukraine 
dancers were third at the Europeans 
championships. 

The Lalique Trophy is the third 
of the six-meet champions series 
that leads up to theGrand Prix Final 
at Hamilton. Ontario, at the end of 
February. The event brings to- 
gether the top six scorers in die 
men’s, women’s, ice dance and 
pairs events. 

First place in a competition is 
worth dlrs 30,000. The next sched- 
uled competition of the champion 


series is in Germany next week. 

Tyson Wants a 
Rematch to Reynetnbev 

io^ W fd^ RK M k ike TySOn is anx “ «tet he accepts Tyson 's story. 

says he can^ rernemh!. ^ ^ ^ The ^o men talked about the 

"f drti’t i r * os, ^£- fight and answered questions from 

ter the thir^round " ^ yth,ns ? panel of waters for a tap- 

Saturday about his U tiT" T! 'T ° f * Sh ° W aboUt ,he malch to *» 
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conference. ^ m °°^ in S forward to a re- 

Holyfield said he couldn’t tell "£ 

Tyson was fighting in a fog, but he ™id rtJf 34 T y ^ r ' 0,d Ho «yfieM 

said something similar hanLnedro ^ 1x3 100 *°° n - " r 

him when he^was an arnateuTand 


Mykonos Court, Puppet in 
Hands of International Zionism 


Lebanese Official Denies Envoys 
Carrying Arad Evidence to Germany 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — The Islamic Propa- 
gation Coordinating Council 
(IPCC) here Sunday strongly con- 
demned the German federal 
prosecutor for insulting the most 
senior Iranian officials saying that 
the Mykonos Court is a puppet 
serving the interests of interna- 
tional Zionism. 

A statement issued by the 
council said that the first condi- 
tion for independence of judiciary 
is to avoid being influenced by 
political games and that its deci- 
sions should be hased on docu- 
mentary evidence and 
information. 

The statement said that politi- 
cal, social and judicial trends in 
Germany over the past years indi- 
cate that human rights is violated 
in this country. 


It added that indifference of 
the German Judiciary to violation 
of human rights acknowledges 
that as a puppet in the hands of 
the arrogant powers and the inter- 
national Zionism the German offi- 
cials spare no effort to materialize 
(he inhuman objectives of those 
circles. 

The prosecutor of the Myk- 
onos Court, relying on baseless 
allegations of anti-national agents 
with criminal records of hostility, 
and treachery against the Iranian 
people, has questioned the ideals 
and values of the Islamic Revolu- 
tion by insulting Iranian senior of- 
ficials. the statement noted. 

It added that the Iranian nation 
has not vet forgotten the treachery 
of German government during the 
eight-year imposed war by pro- 
viding the Iraqi aggressors with 


Palestinian Prisoners 
Call Hunger Strike 


Bait-ul-Moqaddas — Palestinian 
prisoners held in Israeli jails were 
to hold a day-long hunger strike 
on Sunday to protest the “worsen- 
ing’' living conditions in which 
they are held, the Palestinian 
daily Al-Quds reported. 

The prisoners club, a Palestin- 
ian rights group, said in a state- 
ment quoted by the paper that it 
had received "numerous reports 
from prisoners that conditions are 
worsening in every way" in Is- 
raeli prisons. 

“It had become necessary to 
face the prisons administration 
policy, which has launched a vi- 
cious and inhuman campaign 
against Palestinian prisoners." the 
group said of the planned strike. 

Prison authorities have ignored 


prisoners demands for "better 
health conditions. “ 

The strike follows protests by 
human rights groups against an 
Israeli supreme court decision to 
allow interrogators to use "physi- 
cal pressure" against a Palestinian 
suspected of having information 
about an upcoming anti-Zionist 

bombing. 

The decision "encourages tor- 
ture," charged the UN rapporteur 
on torture Peter Thomas Burns on 
Friday, adding that Israel was the 
only country in the world which 
had “legal" use of torture. 

Israeli law allows "moderate 
physical pressure" when interro- 
gating Palestinians and 'height- 
ened physical pressure" when the 
prisoner is suspected of knowing 
ahout a possible attack. 

{AFP} 


UN to Set Up Iraqi Camp for 
Turkish Kurd Refugees 


BAGHDAD — The United Na- 
tions is to set up a camp in north- 
ern Iraq for Turkish Kurd 

refugees who fled fighting in their 
own country but who now want 
to return home, a UN source said 
Sunday. 

"This camp will be established 
soon near the town of Zakho 

(near the Turkish border in north- 
west Iraq) and should initially 

welcome some 900 Turkish Kurd 
refugees who live in northern Iraq 
in order to prepare them for a re- 
turn to their villages in Turkey," 
the UN source said. 

The return of the refugees 
would be on a voluntary basis, the 
source added. 

The refugees have fled fighting 


in southeast Turkey between the 
Turkish Army and the separatist 
group the Kurdistan Workers 
Party (PKK) which has intensified 
since September. 

The number of Turkish Kurd 
refugees in northern Iraq, control- 
led hy Iraqi Kurd factions, is not 
known hut around 14,000 live 
further south in another camp in 
At rush, near the town of Dahuk. 

Turkish authorities complain 
that refugees in the camp, run by 
the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees, are supporters of the 
PKK which is fighting an armed 
campaign for a homeland in 
southeast Turkey. 

The fighting has claimed more 
than 22.500 lives since 1984. 

{AFP} 
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weapons of mass destruction and 
other chemical weapons and that 
the German government has to 
share the blame tor the onslaught 
of innocent Iranian people by the 
Iraqi regime during the war. 

The Iranians call on interna- 
tional community to review this 
criminal act of the German gov- 
ernment on the basis of interna- 
tional law to prosecute the culprits 
as war criminals, it said. 

The Islamic Propagation Coor- 
dinating Council underlined that 
the German government would 
not dare to iasult the Iranian offi- 
cials if it had received a befitting 
reply from Iran when it insulted 
the Information Minister. Ali Fal- 
lahiyan. 

The statement added that such 
a shameless phenomenon is prob- 
ably another manifestation of the 
so-called new world order which 
targets genuine ideals of Islam. 

In conclusion the statement 
noted (hat Islam as the religion of 
the Holy Prophet Mohammad (S) 
opposes any compromise chi prin- 
ciples and that the Muslims will 
not calm down until the freedom 
of Qods and Al-Aqsa Mosque 
from the hands of criminal Zion- 
ists. 

Israeli Consul 
Meets Alleged 
Spry Held in 
Egypt 

CAIRO - Israel's consul in 
Egypt visited on Sunday an Israeli 
citizen jailed near here on charges 
of spying for the Zionist state, an 
Israeli Embassy spokesman told 
AFP. 

Consul Joshua Gahhay. who 
had been on vacation in Israel, 
went to Tore Prison south of 
Cairo to check on Azzam's health 
and the conditions of his deten- 
tion. the spokesman said. 

Israel public radio reported 
that Azzam, an Israeli Druze who 
had been working at the Cairo 
factory of an Israeli textile firm, 
told Gahbay he was innocent of 
the spying charges. 

Azzam was accused of spying 
after an Egyptian employee at his 
company, Emad Ismail, was ar- 
rested and told interrogators he 
had furnished the Israeli with in- 
formation in exchange for money. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak was cited hy the govern- 
ment press Saturday as saying that 
the affair has been turned over to 
the judicial authorities. 

"We don't intervene in judicial 
affairs,” he said. 

Mubarak told Israeli television 
Thursday that the affair could be 
settled hy discreet contacts with 
Israel. 

"If we could choose, we would 
create some distance from the 
television cameras. The Israelis 
have arrested Egyptians (sus- 
pected of spying) in the past, and 
we haven’t shrieked at the top of 
our lungs," he said. 
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BEIRUT — A Lehanese official 
Sunday denied a report that the 
government was sending envoys 
to Germany with evidence that 
missing Israeli pilot Ron Arad is 
still alive. / 

"Lebanon has no intention of 
sending emissaries" to meet ger- 
man secret services coordinator 
Benrd Schmidhauer. who is medi- 
ating between Israel and the 
Hezbollah, said the official who 
asked for anonymity. 

The British daily the Inde~ 
pendent on Sunday said the Leba- 
nese envoys would bring 
fingerprint proof to German 
authorities Sunday that Arad was 
still alive. 

“The mast important prisoner 
swap between Israel and its Arab 
enemies in over a decade may be 
approaching as two Lehanese 
government officials fly to Ger- 
many this weekend with what 
they say are the fingerprints of 

Ron Arad an Israeli airman whom 
many had long given up dead," 
the newspaper said. 

"The prints will be forwarded 
to Israel by the head of the Ger- 
man secret service Bemd Schmid- 
hauer who is expected to meet the 
two Lebanese today," it said. 

The newspaper said Israel is 
. ready to free two leading mem- 
bers of Lebanese movements, Ab- 
del Karim Oheid and Mustapha 
Dirani. and 33 other Muslims be- 
ing held in Israeli prison. 

On Saturday the pro-Syrian 
Lehanese newspaper Al-Shttrq 

(Contd from Pg. 1) 

SACKED... 

Murtaza Bhutto, estranged 
younger brother of Benazir, and 
seven of his colleagues were 
killed in a reported shootout be- 
tween police and his guards here 
on September 27. 

President Farooq Leghari 
sacked Bhutto and dissolved the 
National Assembly in November, 
accusing her government of mas- 
sive corruption, misrule, eco- 
nomic mismangement and 
lawlessness leading to the thou- 
sands of extra-judicial killings in 
Karachi and other parts of the 
country. 

Before addressing party activ- 
ists and supporters near her sea- 
side Bilawaf house residence, 
Bhutto led a long procession of 
vehicles after arriving here from 
Islamabad Saturday, oo a first 
visit to her home province of 
Sindh since her ouster. 

Murtaza's supporters have ac- 
cused Bhutto's detained husband, . 
Asif Ali Zardari. of a role in his 
killing and clashed with Bhutto 
party activists during Saturday's 
procession. Several people were 
injured in the clashes. 

Bhutto told the rally that her 
brother s killing was a “conspir- 
acy" to topple her government 
and alleged that “Leghari is in- 
volved directly or indirecdy.” 

"Leghari come and answer,” 
she said. 

"Oppressors cannot succeed, 
victory belongs to the people," 
Bhutto said, adding ': ”1 swear I 
will stand by the people of Paki- 
stan for the rest -of my life. “ 

Last week, Bhutto challenged 
her dimissal in a writ filed with 
the Supreme Court in Islamabad. 

Bhutto claimed her govem- 
ment had restored peace in Kara- 
chi by defeating "terrorists." 

{AFP} 


said information had been con- 
veyed in the past few days to the 
German government that Arad 
was still alive and that efforts hy 
the Hezbollah movement to locate 
him had been successful. 

Germany organized an ex- 
change of bodies and prisoners 
between the Zionist state and 
Hezbollah in July and Israel also 
asked it to find information on 
Arad and three other Israeli sol- 
diers who disappeared in Lebanon 
and are believed to be dead. 

Arad was shot down over 
southern Lebanon 10 years ago, 
and is the only one of six missing 
Israeli servicemen still thought by 
Israel to he alive and in detention. 

Israel kidnapped Dirani from 
the Syrian-controlled Bekaa Val- 
ley in 1994, to get information on 
Arad while Obeid, a prominent 
Hezbollah clergyman, was ab- 
ducted hy Israeli troops in 1989. 

{AFP} 

Ambassador: 
Ankara Attaches 
Importance to 
Ties With Tehran 

TEHRAN - The new Turkish ’ 
Ambassador in Iran. Osman Kor- 
turfc, here Saturday s tressed tint 
his country attaches great impor- 
tance to ties with Tehran. 

Korturk made tbe remark 
when handing over copies of bis 
credentials to Foreign Minister 
Ali Akhar VelayatL 

He added that further consoli- 
dation of Tehran- Ankara relations 
is the prime objective of his mis- 
sion and expressed hope that bi- 
lateral cooperation will be further 
boosted. 

’ Tbe Iranian foreign minister 
stressed that friendly relations be- 
tween the two countries promote 
regional peace and stability. 
({SNA} 

(Contd from Pg. 1) 

MPS... 

protesters also criticized certain 
German factories for having 
equipped and armed Iraq with 
weapons of mass destruction dur- 
ing its imposed war (1980-88) 
against the Islamic Republic of 
Iran. 

Tbe protester called on the Ira- 
nian government to declare these 
factories as war criminals. 

The Iraqi Army duringdts war 
against Iranian forces and the 
Iraqi people repeatedly used 
chemical weapons which were 
mostly supplied by German facto- 
ries. 

In the statement, the students 
called on the Iranian Foreign 
Ministry to downgrade Iren’s po- 
litical and economic ties with 
Germany to tbe lowest possible 
level. The marchers termed ibe 
U.S. imperialism as the main 
source of corruption and one be- 
hind all wars and troubles 
throughout the world. 

In this connection. Ayatollah 
Yusof Sanei in Qom Sunday de- 
nounced the German court's state- 
ment against top Iranian officials. 

He stressed that the U.S.-!ed 
global arrogance has repeatedly 
levelled such allegations against 
the Islamic Republic and its offi- 
cials but to no avail. 

Sanei added that the German 
judiciary will undoubtedly be re- 
pentant of its actions as 60 million 
committed Muslims oppose it 


(Contd from Pg. I) 

OVERNIGHT... 

He said tbe two sides would 
meet again Sunday in Jericho to 
discuss "the issues of hot pursuit 
and armaments for the Palestinian 
police." 

The Palestinians will also reit- 
erate their demand tte talks ad- 
dress other eommilmenls by * 
Israel under the 1995 Oslo self- 
rule accords left unimplemcntedL 
such as the opening of a Palestin- 
ian airport and the freeing of pris- 
oners. 

After high hopes last week that 
the two sides would reach an ac- 
cord over the pull-out after more 
than <• a month of intense talks, 
negotiations snagged once more 
over Israel's demand for broad 
"hot pursuit" rights across Al- 
Khalil. 

Israel wants wide rights for its 
soldiers to enter Palestinian areas q 
of the city to hunt down suspected 
Palestinian radicals and prevent 
attacks against the 400 Jewish set- 
tlers in die city. 

The Palestinians insist that any 
Israeli Army entry be coordinated 
with their security forces, saying 
unilateral "hot pursuit" rights vio- 
late the terms of self-rule as de- 
fined under the Oslo agreements. 

Under the accords, Israel wa£^ 

• to withdraw its troops from 85 
percent of die city last March, 
concentrating its forces around 
Jewish enclaves. Palestinian po- 
lice were to take up securky in 
the majority of tbe city. 

{AFP} 

(Contd from Pg. 1) 

SYRIA... 

jamin Netanyahu’ and said it 
ignored tbe realities on the ground. 

Riflrind's idea was put forward 
"at a time when the people of the 
Near East are waiting for more ef- 
fective measures for the re s m w p tio n 
of the peace process," Tishrin said. 

Meanwhile, Syria on Sunday at- 
tacked Israeli Prime Minister Ben- ' 
jamin Netanyahu’s policy of 
"occupation" particularly in 
West Bank town of Al-Khafil and 
said die situation in the Palestinian 
territories was explosive. 

. "The situation in die occupied 
territories is explosive because of 
the position and practices of Netan- 
yahu’s government on occupation 
and its refusal to implement die 
accords concluded between the pre- 
vious Israeli government" ad die 
Palestinians, the TtshrittsmA. 

"The attempts to modify the He- 
bron (Al-Kbalil) accord by impos- 
ing unfair and disgrace fni-^ 
conditions for the Palestinians 
clearly show Israel's lade of seri- 
ousness and its desire to continue 
die occupation" of Arab land, die 
paper said. 

Talks have stalled over die kug- 
delayed Israeli troop withdrawal 
from Al-Kahlil and Israeli and Pal- 
estinian negotiators failed overnight 
to- push forward die n e gntiirf fo n^ 
officials in Gaza City said Sunday, 


(Contd from l*g. 1) 

NATO... 

The troops based in Botnt wffi 
be backed up by rapid reaction units 
stationed m nearby countries like 
Hungary and Italy or oo ships in the 
Adriatic, an inform? ! source said. 

The units should total at least 5,000 

men, Shatikashvfli said. 
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gjjhe Islamic Republic of Iran MrteortJogical Organization 
| atmoonced today’s weather as follows: 


Enemies Try to Spread Indifference 
Among the Youth 


Forecast for Tehran: 
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; 24 Killed in India’s 
U Troubled Kashmir 


h' .>= - A"* 

&•.' : * " 
y.> •- •• 

I;. ' ' - ,Y ,v . 

k 


~*Cy*T 


£ :j SRINAGAR, India - At least 21 
sqnrsiist activists and three other 
t ' j people died in separate clashes 
. ‘ overnight in Indian-administered 
T" ^Kashmir. a Defense Ministry 
.5 spokesman said here Sunday. 

U Indian soldiers also arrested 10 
suspected activists in stepped-up 
Ky search operations in the Himala- 
F yan region during the past 24 
i hours, be 

Indian troops killed nine acriv- 
- ists overnight in the frontier dis- 


trict of Kupwara and shot dead 
two others in a gunbattle in the 
district of Badgam, he said, add- 
ing a civilian held hostage by the 
activists also died in the clash. 

Ten other fighters were killed 
by soldiers elsewhere in Kashmir, 
the spokesman said in state sum- 
mer capital Srinagar and added a 
police officer and another civilian 
died in overnight separatist vio- 
lence. 

tAFPi 
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Tehran Tones Service 

TEHRAN — Majlis Speaker Ho- 
jjatoleslam Ail Akhar Nateq 
Noun said Saturday that the ene- 
mies of Islam leave no stone un- 
turned to make the youth 
indifferent towards the Islamic 
teachings and values. 

Speaking at the gathering of 
the staff of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB) in 
Sanandaj, Kurdestan Province, 
the speaker underlined that the 
IRIB shoulders a heavy responsi- 
bility for thwarting the cultural 
plots of the enemies of the Is- 
lamic Revolution. 

Nateq Noun emphasized that, 
as the most sensitive strata of the 
society the youth needs guidance 


and that the country's cultural or- 
ganizations should provide them 
with well-formulated programs 
and meet their spiritual needs. 

He reiterated that in both rural 
and urban areas people closely 
follow the 1 RIB's programs add- 
ing that even slightest negligence 
in this organization will result in 
a tremendous cultural catastn - *- 
phe. 

Referring to the importance of 
cultural development in the soci- 
ety. Nateq Noun said that the 
Majlis has paid due attention to 
the cultural sector as well as the 
IRIB during the Second Five- 
Year Development Plan. 

He added that in addition to 
the annual budget of the cultural 
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TEHRAN {Nov 17) Oomonstrafois stage rallies in front of German Embassy here protesting the statement of Mykonos court against 

Iranian officials. MqjblfcT.lw-Tehr-.TIn** 


organizations, the Majlis has allo- 
cated a credit of 600 billion rials 
to (hem of which some 60 percent 
has been allocated in the IRIB. 

Assembly Approves 
Oil Negotiations 
With China 

Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - Iraq's National As- 
sembly has approved a Chinese 
proposal to develop n new oil field 
as a step tow nrd breaking the six- 
year UN embargo on Iraq, news 
reports said Sunday in Baghdad, 
as quoted by AP. 

The decision was taken at a 
parliament meeting Saturday . 
according to the official Iraqi 
News Agency 

The agency, monitored by the 
BBC in London, quoted Munthir 
al-Alusi. chairman of the 
Assembly's Oil and Energy 
Commillcc. and Fayiz Abdullali. 
undersecretary of tlic Oil Ministry , 
as say ing the assembly ' reviewed 
the positive aspects and merits of 
(he negotiations ... (and) 
considered them a slep toward 
breaking the oppressive embargo 
imposed on Iraq." 

Iraq previously concluded 
similar deals with French and 
Italian oil companies, but they will 
| not begin operations until the 
sanctions arc lifted. The Chinese 
also arc expected to wait. 

(Contd from Pg. 2) 

HABIBI... 

The Iranian first vice president 
and the Afghan President 
Burhanutklin Rabbani exchanged 
views on Saturday on the side- 
lines of the session of the United 
Nations Food and Agriculture Or- 
ganization (FAO). 
i • Rahbani is heading an eight- 
member ranking delegation in- 
cluding Afghan minister of 
foreign affairs, to the FAO ses- 
sion at the invitation of the United 
Nations. 

Habibi and the Italian Prime 
Minisrer Romani Prodi on Satur- 
day exchanged views on the two 
countries' bilateral relations and 
regional developments. 

Habibi on Saturday conferred 
wi th the Ch inese Premier Li 
Peng, on Tehran-Beijing bilateral 
relations and regional and interna- 
tional developments. 

in a mating on Saturday be- 
tween the Iranian first vice presi- 
dent and the Maltese new Prime 
Minister Alfred Sant, the two 
sides announced readiness to set 
up Iran-Malta Joint Economic 
Commission and parliamentary 
cooperation. 
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AMBASSADORS... 

settling a lasting peace in Tajikis- 
tan. President Rafsanjani hoped 
that stability in Tajikistan and res- 
toration of peace in Afghanistan 
would pave the way for a trilat- 
eral cooperation among the three 
countries. 

President Rafsanjani also re- 
ceived the new Turkish ambassa- 
dor to Tehran Osman Korturk on 
Sunday. 

In the meeting, the Turkish 
diplomat stressed that his country 
is willing to expand mutual ties 
with Islamic Iran. 

He ad Jed that Iran and Turkey 
have shared border of peace and 
stability for centuries, and Turkey 
as a neighboring country with 
Iran is for further development of 
relations. 

Korturk extended an invitation 
in President Rafsanjani for an of- 
ficial visit to Ankara on behalf of 
President Suleyman Demirel. 

Emphasizing that the two 
countries enjoy high potentials to 
expanJ mutual relations. Presi- 
dent Rafsanjani said thar Iran and 
Turkey have always stressed the 
necessity of promoting bilateral 
ties. 

He warned of foreign ele- 
ments' efforts to mar Tehran- 
Ankara cordial relations and 
called on the two countries' po- 
litical representatives to frustrate 
such plots. 

(Contd from Pg. 5) 

CHINA... 

auto industry — also labelled a 
pillar of the economy — has hit 
hard times. 

In rcccm weeks. China's top 
policy makers have already pre- 
viewed the real estate promotion 
by emphasizing the positive ef- 
fects of construction on (he na- 
tional economy. 

“A boom in teal estate develop- 
ment will have a trickle-down ef- 
fect on more titan ' 30 
closely-related industries, includ- 
ing steel, cement, timber, chemi- 
cals and home appliances." Hou 
Jic. minister of construction, told 
i lie newsaper. 

This policy is in marked con- 
trast to policies of the last three 
years which liavc cramped con- 
struction growth because of a 
frenzy of development in the early 
nineties which sent inflation soar- 
ing and threatened to derail the 
economy . 

“Much speculation has arisen 
that the thrcc-y car-long ice cap 
covering the sector may thaw in 
response to China's resumption of 
sovereignly over Hong Kong, 
which is cxpccicd to unleash an- 
other boom in capital invest- 
ment." the newspaper said. 

“Taking a cue from the crucial 
cliangc in altitudes of top leaders, 
cities around the country have 
moved to spark market demand.'’ 
il added. 

But Lin Zcngjic. professor of 
land manangcmcnl at the People's 
University, warned that change 
would have to come swiftly as this 
year's two inlcrcsi rale cuts were 
already pushing money out of 
bank accounts and into the under- 
ground banking market, which has 
flourished during the last three 
years of tight credit. 

“The interest rate cuts may hurt 
the sector if lack of investment op- 
tions results in an underground 
banking market." Lin said. 

The underground banking mar- 
ket charges' interest rates of 
around JR percent on loans, com- 
pared to bank rales of less than 10 
percent, and such massive interest 
charges arc likely to stifle growth 
in the sector. 










__ I Passengers Push Plane at Cairo Airport 


CAIRO — Passengers an a Romanian aircraft, fed up after a five- 
hour delay at Cairo airport, got out and tried to push the plane into 
position for takeoff on Sunday. 

The aircraft was not equipped with a hook that would have enabled 
a truck to pull it, and the airport authorities said they could not help 
the pilot 

After five hours of negotiations between the pilot and the 
authorities, passengers got out and tried to push the plane. 

They made several futile attempts before the Romanian Airline 
official at the airport decided to put up them up at a hotel while 
writing for the problem to be resolved. (AFP). 
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Father Detained After Daughter Kitted 


international news 
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dEXEl'A — The father of 13-year-otd Swiss girl who wax killed 
when a pared bomb exploded in a northern town has been remanded 
in custody, police said Sunday. 

The girl’s mother, who divorced the suspect in 1992. niter injured 
in the blast at Bucks Friday. 

The girl, Natja. inter injured i vhen she opened the pared at their 
home while the mother nicer making a telephone call to a relative 
whose address had been on the parcel The mother mis still in 
hospital Sunday. 

The girl died after being taken to hospital. 

(AFP) 


Italian PM Closes 
World Food Summit 


Romanians 


Vote for New 


ROME — The UN World Food 
Summit ended Sunday wilh llalinn 
Prime Minisicr Romano Prodi 
saying “If is only now lhai the red 
work begins." 

Pope John Paul I! had opened 
flic summit Wednesday wilh a call 
for a change in thinking to gel 
people lo work together againsi 
hunger. 

Eighty -six heads of state and 
government attended from among 
the 1 87 nations present. 

The summit, whose main goal 
was to reduce malnutrition in the 
world by half by ihc year 2015. 
was dominated by the breaking 
news of hundreds of thousands of 
refugees risking starvation in 
eastern Zaire. 


Zairean Vice Prime Minisicr 
Muiombo Bakafua Nscnda had 
called Thursday ai the summit's 
plenary session tlrai he wanted 
international aid to be distributed 
in the refugees' home countries, 
not in Zaire. 

Cuban President Fidel Castro 
delivered the most fiery speech of 
lire summit on Saturda> when lie 
blasted the gailicring as 
‘■sliamcful" for failing to do more 
to fight hunger. 

Jacques Diouf. head of the UN 
Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) llial hosted 
the summit also stressed Sunday 
the need to follow up on lire 
"Rome declaration on world food 
security" and “world food summit 
plan of action" agreed here (Afp) 


President 


Up to 4,000 Feared Dead During 
Refugee Crisis 


GOMA. Zaire — Between 3.000 
and 4.000 Rwandan refugees may 
have died in eastern Zaire's north 
Kivu region since the outbreak of 
the rebel crisis there late last 
month. UNHCR spokesman Ray 


of the road along which Rwandan 
refugees have been trudging for 
the past three days. It was not 
known why they’ had died. 

Two women also gave birth, 
one lo twins, on the sick: of the 


Wilkinson said Sundav. 


v timber 3. 


Ethnic Tutsi rebels took Goma 
in early November and expelled 
militias and former Hutu troops 
from Rwanda early last week from 
the Mugunga area west of Goma. 
triggering a mass return of 
refugees to their Rwandan 
homeland. 


Cambodian PM Ranariddh Casts Doubt 


on Khmer Rouge Defectors’ Allegations 


North Kivu had about 700.000 
Hutu Rwandan refugees, most of 
whom decided to return home. 
Between >2(>.(MX> and 150.000 
people, notably former army men 
and militias and their families, 
have fled northwest deeper into 
Zaire, according to figures 
released by the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees. 

UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) spokesman 
Mans Nybcrg said earlier Sunday 
that six refugees, two of them 
babies, died Saturday in Rwanda 
on the road home. 


He said the six died on the side 


PHNOM PENH — Cambodian 
fust Prime Minister Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh Sunday 
dismissed allegations made by a 
group of defectors from an alleged 
urban Khmer Rouge terrorist cell. 

The prince angrily denied an 
accusation made by (he men Sat- 
urday at co-premier Hun Sen's 
home that his royalist Funcinpec 
Party conspired to delay their de- 
fections and denounced the man- 
ner in which the claims were 
made. 

The defectors said two Funcin- 
pec officials, claiming lo represent 
the prince, had asked them not to 
defect because the time was not 
right.. 

“They arc lying.” the prince 
told reporters at his house, adding 
that he would not have allowed 


his residence to be used as a venue 
to launch such accusations, espe- 
cially as they were unsupported by 
any evidence save a six-page 
statement from the men. 


“I would have made further in- 
vestigations and then i would have 
called Hun Sen before allowing 
any people to use my properly.” 
he said. 


"I would have been much more 
cautious.” 

The prince said he could not 
comment on the main allegation 
made by the men — that promi- 
nent dissident Sam Ramsy and his 
officially unrecognized opposition 
Khmer Nation Party (KNP) were 
fronts for the hardline Khmer 
Rouge guerrilla movement 

(AFP) 





BUCHAREST — Romanians on 
Sunday voted in the second round 
of presidential elections in which 
challenger Emil Constantinescu 
was tipped to end the seven-year 
rule of Ion Hiescu. 

Iliescu. 66, who has governed 
Romania since the fall of dictator 
Nicnlae Ceausescu in Decemher 
1989, obtained 32 percent of the 
vote in the first round of the elec- 
tions against 28 percent for Con- 
stantinescu, a 57-year-old 
geologist. 

But the challenger won the hack- 
ing of other candidates, including 
termer . Prime Minister Petre Ro- 
man. who took 21 percent, and Gy- 
orgy Frunda. representing the 
country’s Hungarian minority, with 
six percent. 

An opinion poll published since 
the first round on November 3 pre- 
dicted a win for Constantinescu by 
52.8 percent to 47.2 for Iliescu. 

If Constantinescu wins he can ex- 
pect full backing from a govern- 
ment coalition comprising his 
democratic convention and Ro- 
man's Social Democratic Union, 
which won general elections on No- 
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TOULOUSE, France (Nov. 16): Two demonstrators wearing masks of French President Jacques 
Chirac (R) and Prime Minister Alain Jupp march during a demonstration in Toulouse against 
the government's economic and social policies. ^ 

(AFP PHOTO} 


Thai Parlies Poised to 
Form Alliance 


BANGKOK — The New Aspira- 
tion Pam- (NAP), in a dead heal 
with rival Democrats in early elec- 
tion returns Sunday, appeared set 
to form an alliance with four other 
parlies in the aim of selling up a 
government. 

NAP leader Chaowalil 
Yongchaiyudh and the leaders of 
four other parties contesting the 
polls appeared before television 
cameras and spoke to reporters 
without making a formal 
announcement on the setting up of 
an alliance. 

Chaowalit and the leaders of 
the Chart Thai Party. Prachakom 
Thai Party. Social' Action Party 
and Muanchuon talked about how 
they had got together for meetings 
as their parties had worked 
together in the previous 
government. 


Such a government would be 
almost identical lo the make-up or 
the coalition of outgoing chart 
Thai Premier Banham 
Silpa-Archa. whose administration 
collapsed under infighting and 
attacks by the public and media in 

September. 

They later withdrew into the 
home of a key NAP official after 
Chaowalit said they' would hold 
back on making any 
announcements until the results of 
the election were aH ia 


Moldovans Go to 
Polls to Elect 
President 


According to initial 
projections, an alliance of the five 
parties would be enough to 
prevent former Premier Chuan 
Lcckpai and his Democrats from 
making up a majority with which 
to form a government if eventual 
victors 

(AFP) 


CHISINAU — Moldovans went 
to the polls Sunday lo elect a new 
president for this former Soviet 
Republic now plagued by 
economic crisis in a vole 
boycotted by the breakaway 
Tiansdnicstr region. 

Polling stations opened at 8 
a.m. (0600 GMT) AND will dose 
at 8 p.m. (1800 GMT). First re- 
sults will be available Monday. 

Nine candidates are running in 
the clcclioa Outgoing President 
Mircca Snegur. 56. a former com- 
munist apparatchik turned pf&gg 
Western liberal, is seeking a 
second term. 

_ Snegur was the only candidate 
in the country’s first presidential 
election in 1991. Since then, his 
country has undergone economic 
reform and democratization under 
his guidance. ~ 
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Police Anest 4,000 Protestors at Miss World 


BANGALORE. India — Baton- 
wielding police arrested some 
4,000 leftists here Sunday after they 
tried to lay siege to a hotel housing 
89 contestants of the Miss World 
pageant. 

Witnesses said the predomi- 
nantly female crowd, led by senior 
Communist Party of India-Mandst 
leader Suhasini Ali, was beaten 
hack by truncheon-wielding police- 
men, and later packed off to police 
stations. 

Ali said before her arrest that she 
had scored a victory over the state 
administration. 

"The fact that the swimsuit round 
was moved to the Seychelles and 
other contests are being held outside 
Bangalore proves thus," she said, as 
activists shouted : "Death lo Miss 
World" and "Who la More Beauti- 
ful. Mother Teresa or (India's last 
miss world winner) Aishwarya 
Rair 

The action came hours after the 
police chief of this southern Indian 
city, capital of Karnataka state, said 
he was prepared to snuff out any 


protests. ... 

"Nothing is being left to chance. ^ tonnbo gomg to mdceprnv*- 
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Russian Mars Mission 
Ends in Failure 

MOSCOW - Russia's celebrated At renter in 


mission to Mars failed early Sunday 
shortly after the rocket blasted off 
into space, tire military space forces 
said. 

The failure is a serious setback 
for the struggling Russian space 
program, which was counting -on 
the Mars 96 probe to give it a new 
lease on life. 

Space force officials refused im- 
mediate explanation of what went 
wrong after the four-stage proton 
booster lifted off at 11:48 p.m. 
Moscow time (20:48 GMT) Satur- 
day from the Baikonur Cosmo- 
drome in Kazakstan, the Interfax 
news agency said. 


At the space tracking: center u> 
Evpatoriya in Ukraine," officials 
said the first three stages fired prop- 
erly and the problems arose during 
the fourth stage, Interfax reported. 

Space control lost contact 
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the spacecraft, which was nr 
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around the earth, Interfax said, Th* 
probe could remain in orbit Jj°=’ 
longer than 30 days and 'wD IMF 
bum up reentering the earthy **V. 
mosphere, it sakL-quotrag S P S& - 
official Vladimir Mdkjdtsoy- 


OfficiaJs were analyzing 
metric data," or signals, to fig® 15 


out what went wrong 
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tape Losing Out to LSI, Japan, in HigMMi PioJit 

Jllila. who heads Europe's ion ® 55* 
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Mororola's SfarTAC — « " ... 

'pocket cellular phone. rds sma,,esf ant * lightest 

HELSINKI, Finland — Europe is 

losing the high-tech battle against fZrZZ hf, 111 *? “ ,cchnol °g.v and 
the United States and JapanTand J ? rTna 0,!iIa ^ 

the European Union should do , say ’ n£ ! n an interview 

more to protect its interests hnday s t Helsingin Sanomat 

Nokia ’s Chief Executive Officer J^’spaper. “Consumer electron- 
says. 1CS - computers and scini-conduc- 

“B^pe ha. .os, many lafgc '° 


Ollila. who heads Europe’s lop 
maker of mobile phones, urged the 
EU to be mote active in lighting 
the baffle over telecommunica- 
tions. 

“The EU must, for its own 
pan. guarantee ilwr Europe 
doesn’t lose this battle. The com- 
pany is pulling considerable effort 
into it.” Ollila said. 

On Thursday. Nokia announced 
l hat its profit rose 20 percent in 
the third quarter, helped by a re- 
bound in its mobile telephone 
business. 

Nokia’s stock rose more than 
10 percent on the profit news, 
which included a positive outlook 
for the rest of the year. 

The gain represented a come- 
back for Nokia ‘s slock to its high- 
est levels in a year. Nokia stock 
fell sharply i* December when it 
announced losses in its telev ision 
business, which it has since sold. 


BkSfG&St 




Temporary Pay Phone used for 
emergencies or exhibitions or 
olher temporary installations by 
Nokia Telecommunications. 

Olhln said his company would 
be able to compete internationally 


- 7 «»*«-» ii mis s nice sold . . r - 
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Double-Digit Loan Expansion to fWer 
Singapore Banks’ Growth 

jAPTIRF • 




SINGAPORE • — Double-digit 
loan expansion and a recover}’ in 
non-inlcrcst income will power 
the growth of listed Singapore 
banks despite a slowing economy, 
a leading investment house said in 
JP- a report received Sunday. 

Loan growth in 1996 is ex- 
pected to hit 17 percent and slay 
in double digits until 1998 on the 
back of property loan drawdowns 
and robust construction demand 
from contracts already awarded. 
Nomura Research institute (NR1) 
said. 

“We continue to bc overweight 
on Singapore banks.” NR1 said in 
a report on Singapore banking, 
predicting that earnings of five lor 
cal listed banks would rise by 


healthy rates despile Hie economy 
decelerating. 

It forecast that the net profit or 
■Development Bank or Singapore 
Ltd. will rise 14.1 percent ycar- 
on-ycar to 678.3 million Singa- 
pore dollars (484.5 million US) in 
the year to December 3 1. 

Keppcl Bank Ltd. would see 
net profit during the year rise 26.3 
percent to 94.8 million dollars. 
Overseas-Chi nese Banking Corp. 
Ltd. 18.7 percent to 718.1 million 
dollars. Overseas Union Bank Ltd. 
22 percent to 316.3 million dollars 
and United Overseas Bank Ltd. 
15.8 percent to 732.7 million dol- 
lars. NRI said. 

The report followed investor 
concerns about the impact on bank 


earnings of a slowdown in the 
property market caused by gov- 
ernment curbs on rcai-csiatc 
speculation and a slowdown in the 
electronics sector. 

New residential projects 
launched following the curbs in 
mid-May have been poorlv re- 
ceived. 

Nomura said the slowdown 
would have minimal impact on 
loan growth up to 1998 since 
banks would continue to see pro- 
gressive drawdowns of property 
loans taken earlier, adding that de- 
mand would pick up once the mar- 
ket lias consolidated. 

Construction activity is ex- 
pected to remain brisk over the 
next seven years on Hie back of 1 7 


dOOUl ™ impact on bank next seven rears on Hie 

* actory Output Falls 
JM&k Strikes 
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WASHINGTON — Industrial 
production declined 0.5 percent , in 
October, the first drop in seven 
.Jr months, as autoworker strikes 
halted output at General Motors 
plants. 

The Federal Reserve said out- 
put at the nation’s factories, mines 
and utilities was down from the 
revised 6.3 percent advance in 
September. It was the firsl drop 
since an identical 0.5 percent de- 
crease last March. 

Mam’ analysts had expected 
production to be unchanged. 

On Wall Street, the Dow Jones 
industrials plimbed further in early 
f trading Friday, following seven 
straight sessions of setting re- 
cords. But bonds dipped with the 
yield on 30-year treasury - bonds 
inching up to 6.43 percent from 


the eight-month low or 6.41 per- 
cent reached late Thursday. 

The Fed said sharp drops in 
auto production accounted for the 
decrease. 

“Motor vehicle assemblies 
dropped more ihan 7 percent from 
their September level." the report 
explained. “This fallofT resulted 
largely from shortages of pans 
made at sirikc-alTccicd plants in 
Canada and from a strike that had 
shut down some domestic assem- 
bly plants late in the month.” 

Bui the Fed said that even ex- 
cluding the motor vehicle compo- 
nent. production was off* 0,2 
percent. 

Analysts attributed some of the 
decline to attempts by businesses 
to trim some of the inventories 
that accumulated during the sum- 


China to Provide Major 
Boost to Real Estate Sector 


BEIJING — China's Slate 
Council will provide a major 
boost for the country’s embattled 
real estate sector by extending 
credit to developers and 
mortgages to purchasers by the 
end of the year, according to 
Sunday’s official media. 

The real estate market — which 
was thrown into chaos by China’s 
light credit squeeze in mid-1993 
— is set to become a pillar of the 
growing economy, said Pan Qi- 
yuan. secretary general of the 
Cliina Real Estate Association. 

He told the f '/tinn Daily that. 


before the end of the year, the 
Slate Council would issue decrees 
calling for reduced levies on com- 
mercially-built housing, increased 
credit lines for property develop- 
ers and easier access to mortgage 
loans for consumers. 

A fourth decree dealing with 
unsold commercial housing is also 
in the pipeline, proposing the sale 
of such units at near-cost prices. 
Pan added. 

The move to promote real es- 
tate construction and label it a pil- 
lar of tlx; economy conics as the 
(Could on Pg.l5i 


mcr as consumer demand shrank 
The government previously es- 
timated that inventory growth ac- 
counted for ncariv all of the 2.2 
percent gain in (lie third-quarter 
gross domestic product. (lie total 
output of goods and services 
within the United Stales. 

Industrial production in Octo- 
ber was 3.6 percent higlicr than a 
year earlier. 

Tlic report was fresh evidence 
of a moderating economy with no 
sign of inflation Hurt permitted the 
Fed to hold interest rates steady at 
its policymaking meeting on 
Wednesday. 

There was little indication of 
price pressures in Friday’s report 
The Fed said the nation’s indus- ’ 
tries were operating at 82.7 per- 
cent or capacity, down from 83.4 
percent in September. 

That is less than the 85 percent 
capacity utilization that analysts 
say threatens productions bottle- 
necks that could lead to shortages 
and higher prices. 

Manufacturing output fell 0.5 
percent, erasing a 0.3 percent ad- ■ 
vancc in September. Production of 
durable goods - items such as cars 
and computers expected to last 
more than three years - was down 
0.7 percent. Output of nondurable 
goods such as chemicals and 
clothing slipped 0.2 percent. 

Output at the nation's utilities 
was unchanged aficr gaining 0.3 
percent in September. But mining 
production fell I percent aficr 
slipping 0.1 percent the previous 
month. 

Ll/»J 


billion dollars worth of contracts 
expected to bc awarded this year, 
it said. 

And a new source or loan de- 
mand will be provided by the gov- 
ernment's program to build 
’executive condominiums’ to eater 
to iltosc at the high end or the pub- 
lic housing. 

Tlic Japanese Investment House 
estimated that tlic electronics sec- 
tor accounted for only about fivc- 
lo-six percent of total outstanding 
loans, adding dint the electronics 
downturn would have limited im- 
pact on loan growth. 

It also foresaw a recovery in 
non-imercst income, which fell by 
0.4 percent and 4.0 percent in 
1994 and 1995 respectively as a 
result of lower stockbroking con- 
tributions. Such income accounts 
Tor about 30 percent of Singapore 
Banks' total revenue. 

NRI said non-inlcrcst income 
would rise by an average 14.5 per- 
cent in 1996 and 12.6 percent in 
IW7. supported by other fee- 
based activities such as foreign 
exchange trading and fund man- 
agement 

Singapore is the fourth most 
important foreign exchange center 
after London. New York and To- 
kyo. with an average daily trading 
volume of I II billion US dollars 
last year. 

"The increasing importance of 
the republic as a major foreign ex- 
change trading center will help 
boost customer-related foreign ex- 
change Tees for the local banks ” 
NRI said 

Stockbroking earnings will 
have 'limited downside’ given the 
low base of 1995. while growing 
overseas operations will bolster 
overall profit growth, it added. 


on its own. without the need for 
mergers. “There is no great, dra- 
matic need for cooperation.’’ he 
said. 

Nokia plans to invest heavily in 
providing equipment for Internet 
sen ices, lie said. 

"The Internet will offer the 
possibility for all kinds of new 
services, via both mobile phone 
and fixed-line networks. They 
{these services) have a great influ- 
ence on how phone networks are 
built." Ollila said. 

During the first nine months of 
tins year Nokia spent 2.4 billion 
markkaa ($545 million) on re- 
search and development, a 34-pcr- 
cem increase on the same period 
in 1995 

Nokia is the world's no. 2 mo- 
bile phone maker aficr the U.S.- 
bused Motorola. employing 
3 1 .80(t people worldwide - an in- 
crease of 50t) from last vear. 





Motorola's IRIDIUM low-orbit 
satellite- comm unicat ions 
system will to be produced 
commercially In 1998. 


EU to Probe 
BT-MCI Merger 

JSSELS. Bclehitti — Tii.^ L r, 


BRUSSELS. Belgium — Tlic 
European Union said Friday it will 
investigate whether " the 
megamerger 0 f British 
Telecommunications and MCI 
communications or tlic United 
Stales violates EU antitrust rules. 

EU Competition Commissioner 
Karel Van Mien said the EU rou- 
tinely investigates corporate merg- 
ers if cilhcr company has 
European sales exceeding 250 
million European ctirrcncv units 
(S3 18 million). 


month. British Telecom will pnv 
2.3 billion pounds (dire 14 bil- 
lion) in cash for MCI 
Van Mien said there have al- 
ready been contacts between the 
European Commission, ihc EU 
executive branch, and Hie two 
companies. 

Pending regulatory approval on 
both sides of the Atlantic. BT will 
lake over MCI in August. 1997. 
creating a global telecoms giant, 
to bc called Concert PLC. 

Van Mien lias hinted in the past 



rate takeover, announced thi 

Foreign Sponsors of Housing Project in 
Row with New Pakistan Government 


ISLAMABAD — Foreign 
sponsors ot.a multi-million-dollar 
housing scheme in Islamabad 
Sunday threatened legal actio,, 
aficr Pakistan’s caretaker 
government branded the project as 
dubious’. 

The Islamabad New City (INC) 
project was launched by a interna- 
tional consortium of investors dur- 
ing the administration of sacked 
Prime Minister Bena/ir Bhutto. 

The sponsors include Asia 
Challenge Invest mcr,. s PTE Ltd 
of Singapore. Cotmsn SA of Swit- 
zerland. MG Realtors (PVT) Lid. 
and MG Hertz. (PVT) of Pakistan. 


Advanced videophone called Portrait 9000, known as Presence 
in England produced by British Telecom. 

'L S /T prc,,y c . , . car t,,a, " c an investigation of the BT-MCI 
to take the ease. Van Mien merger would bc “easier" than 

I lhC rcccn *b'-launchcd investiga- 
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takeover, announced this Deutsche Telekom. France Tclc- 
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Kciallv fiown in to consider ap- If < cl cphonc markets arc still 
Jprinte legal action.’ INC’s at- ° C raCt0 mono P° ,ics - 
1K z • Popham Haik. said in a British Telecommunications 
5l,c notice carried bv local p LC. a privatized former stale-run 

vspapers. network, has a 60 percent stake in 

- “pc™: Ush Ccl,phone Ne " 


INC legal advisors and the for- 
eign consortium members have 
specially flown in to consider ap- 
propriate legal action.’ INC’s at- 
torney. Popham Haik. said in a 
public notice carried bv local 
newspapers. 

Tlie row erupted after Use in- 
terim government’s Information 
Minister Irshad Ahmad Haqqani 
on Thursday said the INC was 
a'dubious scheme’. 

Haqqani said he had asked his 
ministry to 'stop showing’ a pro- 
motional advertisement oh the 
project on state-run television, nrr, 


Under EU rules, the European 
Commission can order changes in 
- or even block - planned corpo- 
rate mergers or linkups if it judges 
tlicsc arc bound to violate EU fair 
trade rules. 
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India’s Major Airports 
Ill-Equipped to Handle Traffic 


NEW DELHI - Four major Indian 
airports handle almost all its 
international air tramc but arc 
poorly equipped for the task, an 
expert was quoted as saying 
Saturday. 

The world's worst midair col- 
lision near New Delhi, in which 
349 people died when a Saudi 
Boeing-747 and a Kazakh 
Ilyushin-76 slammed into each 
other, is a deadly pointer to the 
future, the expert told the Indian 
Express daily. 

The oflicial from the state-run 
Airports Authority of Ind ia ( AA I) 
said the airports at Ncu Delhi. 
Bombay. Calcutta and Madras - 
covering the north, west, cast and 
south of the country, handled 95% 
of international traffic. 

Figures released by the Tour- 
ism Ministry recently claimed 
overseas arrivals in India had shot 
up five-fold to 11 million this year 
from 1973. spurred by promo- 
tional campaigns touting India as 
a mixture of culture, history, the 
exotic and adventure sports. 

Domestic passengers have 
also increased four-fold in the 
same period to 15 million, it said. 

The AAI oflicial. speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said in- 
ternational traffic was expected to 
grow by seven percent every year 
until 2000. pegging the annual do- 
mestic growth rale al 12 percent. 

He said the Civil Aviation De- 
partment was now trying to lake 
the pressure off the four over- 
loaded airports by upgrading 
smaller ones. The AAI controls 
120 airports across the country. 

"The idea is to selectively 
lengthen runways, expand termi- 
nal buildings and install modern 
navigation aids so that even the 
bigger aircraft can run." he said. 

Official apathy and a resource 
crunch have stalled the modern- 
ization of airports in India includ- 
ing an ambitious SI 14-million 
project to upgrade air traffic serv- 
ices at New Delhi 's Indira Gandhi 
International Airport. 


Kitchen and Car 


Scenes of Strife 


in Italy 


ROME — Italian couples are more 
likely to quarrel with each other in 
the kitchen or in the car, and at 
weekends, according to a poll 
published in the latest edition of 
the medical journal Riza 
Psicomatica. 

The poll of 300 people aged 
between 25 and 45 indicated that 
40 percent of rows broke out in 
the kitchen. 25 percent in the car. 
15 percent in bed. 12 percent 
when eating out. and eight percent 
in (he living room 

Sixty-three percent of couples 
fought at the weekend, and par- 
ticularly alter 7 p.m. 

But one couple in fourclaimcd 
never to quarrel, nearly half fell 
out every two to three months. 20 
percent cvciy 10 to 15 days and 
eight percent virtually every day. 

But while arguments were 
fairly rare they were often fierce, 
ending in a shouting match in 37 
percent of eases. 

While 70 percent of the cou- 
ples interviewed though that dis- 
putes should be avoided, the Riza 
Institute which carried out the 
poll commented that an open and 
sincere quarrel was better than 
surface harmony with bitterness 
beneath. 

(AFP) 


U.S. firm Raytheon, which 
won the order, has brought in 
about 60% of the software and 
hardware but installation has been 
stalled because the federal public 
investment board is yet to ap- 
prove a revised costing for the 
project, pushed up by delays. 

An air safety panel, headed by 
former Air Force Air Marshal 
J.K.. Seth and formed a month 
ago. meanwhile, suggested sepa- 
rate air corridors for ascending 
and descending aircraft and called 
for the sciting up of a national 
board to investigate air accidents. 

Seth said separate corridors 
would lead to easier handling of 
air traffic during peak hours but 
warned the system was not totally 
foolproof. 

Aviation experts have said car- 
rion and uncollected garbage near 
Indian airports also compromised 
safety, with vultures and other 
birds hovering near them and fre- 
quently colliding with aircraft. 

Authorities at Bombay airport, 
which alone handles about 40 per- 
cent of India's international traf- 
fic and offers connections to 
several Indian dries, recently or- 
dered the closure of several illegal 
abattoirs in its vicinity. 


"We have been luckx that ihcrc 
liavc been no aircraft crashing due 
to bird hits of late." an official 
said. 

New Delhi's airport has an old 
radar system, which cannot dis- 
tinguish altitudes. 

The monopulsc secondary sur- 
veillance radar (SSR) — which 
gives the air traffic control infor- 
mation both about altitude and 
speed — has only been installed in 
airports in (lie soulltcm cities of 
Hyderabad and Trivandrum. 

Meanwhile, an aviation expert 
on Saturday said India should in- 
vest in statc-o f-art technology to 
clean up its poor safety record. 

"While the short-range SSR 
would provide luminous display 
for every four-five seconds about 
the exact location and altitude of 
aircraft covering nearly 100 nau- 
tical miles, the long-range radar 
would give 200 nautical miles 
coverage and provide similar lu- 
minous display every 10 to 12 
seconds." Balraj Sokkapa said. 

Tuesday's disaster is India's 
25th major air crash since a Fok- 
kcr Friendship Passenger Plane 
crashed in Kashmir on February 
7. 1966 killing 37 people. 

(AFP) 


India’s Industrial 


Pollution a Horror Story 


NEW DELHI -- Environment 
organization Greenpeace recently 
warned that India could turn into a 
toxic wasteland if steps were not 
taken to regulate the dumping of 
industrial waste. 

"We found a horror story in 
our investigation into the possible 
impact of the discharge of toxic 
wastes by the growing industry in 
the Indian environment." said 
Greenpeace researcher Bob Ed- 
wards. 

Edwards and David SaiUillo. a 
scientist linked to the organiza- 
tion. said they conducted their in- 
vestigation in the stales of 
Gujarat. Maharashtra. Delhi and 
Tamil Nadu and tested 100 sam- 
ples of pollutants picked up from 
industrial units. 

"We are not opposed to devel- 
opment. We recognize the need to 
build an adequate infrastructure 
and technology base in India, but 
we want to bring an awareness of 
the damage to the environment 
that is happening here." Santillo 
said. 

The Greenpeace activists said 
they would present their findings 
on (he "hazard millions of Indians 
were facing.” to four stale 
authorities. 

The team said the unchecked 
dumping of industrial waste ex- 
posed lens of thousands to dis- 
eases such as lung, liver, kidney 
and breast cancer. 

Santillo and Edwards cited 
several examples of unchecked 
dumping of waste into the envi- 
ronment by private and stalc-nin 
firms and said the toxicity of 
some of the effluents was "be- 
yond imagination.” 

"We found mercury and DDT 
pesticides lo be 300 rimes more 
titan legal limits al a shrimp farm 
in New Delhi." Santillo said. 

In the w estern state of Gujarat 
they said they found toxic nitro- 
gen compounds 120 times over 
legal limits in the effluent of a dye 
factory. 

"Most effluent treatment 
plants in factories do not work to 
limit the entry of poison in the 
environment. They are just there 


to instill a false sense of security," 
Edwards added 

"It is a shocking story that not 
one 5 late pollution control board 
has taken notice of what is hap- 
pening ." he said, adding that chlo- 
rine and dioxine were silently 
killing people coming in contact 
with Lhc two deadly chemicals. 

The) warned the boom in the 
plastic and paper pulp industries 
would spur the demand for cho- 
rine gas. 

"Reliance Industries alone 
plans to manufacture 400,000 
tons of the gas in its bid to turn 
into a global player." Edwards 
said of the petrochemical giant, 
and warned chlorine also pro- 
duced carcinogenic agents. 


Judge Rejects BAT 
Bid for New Trial 


JACKSONVILLE. Florida - A 
judge Frida)' denied a request to 
overturn a jury indict against a 
U.S. subsidiary of Britain's BAT 
Industries that awarded S750.000 
in damages to two smokers who 
contracted lung cancer, according 
lo lawyers for the victims. 

The U.S. firm. Brown and Wil- 
liamson had called fora new trial, 
claiming there were procedural 
errors in the handling of the ease. 

Duval County Fourth Circuit 
Court Judge Brian Davis rejected 
lhc claim and another that Brown 
and Williamson did not gel a fair 
trial. 

Lawyers for the plaintiffs no- 
tably had used for the first time 
internal documents showing 
Brown and Williamsony had long 
understood nicotine was addic- 
tive and had concealed it from the 
public. 

The original ruling was only 
the second in which a tobacco 
manufacturer had to pay dam- 
ages. 

The jury had awarded Grady 
and Mildred Carter $750,000 in 
damages. The plaintiffs had 
claimed the)' contracted lung can- 
cer after smoking Lucky Strike 
cigarettes. (AFP) 
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AL-JAFAR, Jordan (November T 2): A group of camel passes in front of a lorry loaded with British made 
supersonic car Thrust SSC in the Jordanian desert Al-Jafar, moments before its first test by British Andy 
Green. The driver performed a 210 km/h run. 

(AFP PHOTO) 


Two-Bill Society -- Pay for * 


Electricity, Then Pay Again 


"l have a telephone at home but since it rained , it’s 
not working. The only reason / have a cellular phone 
is because I cannot rely on my home phone. " 


BEIRUT, Lebanon — Paying the 
monthly bills is painful anywhere. 
In Beirut it's twice as bad. 

As Lebanon recovers from 
decartes of war and disruption, lltc 
government is again charging 
regularly for water, electricity 
and phones - even if it can't al- 
ways provide them. Entrepre- 
neurs are stepping in to fill the 
gap. and residents yearning for 
normal life are footing the bill. 

"I have a telephone al home but 
since it rained, it's not working.” 
said resident Helen Jabra. The 
only reason I have a cellular 
phone is because I cannot rely on 
my home phone." 

Since two companies set up 
cellular phone networks last year. 

185.000 customers have signed 
up. most in Beirut where a third of 
Lebanon's 3 million people live. 

It costs S500 to get hooked up. 
plus S500 to $900 for the phone, 
and tlicn come the monthly bills. 

Many people also depend on 
private generators when city elec- 
tricity fails. The average cost per 
household is about $100 monthly 
for both sen-ices. 

Mrs. Jabra 's home, which she 
shares with her businessman hus- 
band and two daughters, is also 
connected lo a private water 
source for $50 a month. That’s in 
addition to the average 10.000 
pounds ($7) a month for city 
water. 

"It's nice lo have constant run- 
ning water. I have never com- 
plained about how much I have to 
pax- for it," said Mrs. Jabra. 

Since electricity, water, and 
(rash collection services are billed 
like a tax. residents have no 
clioicc but to pay the government 
for them, even if they don’t work. 
As for phones, many residents 
keep paving government bills just 
to keep the lines, which often take 
years to install. 

The luxury of private serv ices 
isn't available to all. The mini- 
mum wage in Lebanon is 300.000 
pounds ($200) monthly. The av- 
erage monthly salary is probably 
$300 to $400. though more exact 
figures are unavailable. 

Still, the private companies at- 
tract customers sick of haphazard 
municipal services and no serv- 
ices at all during the 1 975-90 civil 
war. 


Then, water was regularly cut. 
electricity was rationed lo six 
hours daily and garbage piled up 
in street bins until angry residents 
set it afire to gel rid of the stench. 

Prime Minister Rafik Hariri's 
reconstruction plan, launched in 
1992. has earmarked $2 billion to 
. improve public services. Under 
the plan, roads and sidewalks are 
being rebuilt, traffic lights in- 
stalled. pipes laid and cables con- 
nected. 


Telecommunications Ministry 
promises more than a million 
lincsbythccndof 1997. 

Until then, companies like the 
United Business Co~ will have a 
booming market 

The company, which picks u^ 
garbage at people's bouses in- 
stead of the street bins used by the 
city's collectors, has signed up 

5.000 clients in six months. The 
monthly fee is 20.000 pounds 
($13). in addition lo $7 per month 
each household must pay the city. 
The company is expanding lo sub- 
urban towns. 

"We’re collecting garbage 
from homes because the munkri- 


Sin.ee electricity, water , and trash collection 
services are billed like a tax , residents have no 
choice but to pay the government for them, even if 
they don’t work. As for phones, many residents . 
keep paying government bills Just to keep the lines, 
which often take years to install. 


By December 31, some 

600.000 new telephone lines are 
scheduled to be available 
throughout Lebanon, and the 


pa lilies don't" said company ac- 
countant Pierre al-Mir. "We'q* 
doing a service that is laddqgand 
people are happy." W 


Estonia Car-Ferry 
Vandalized on Baltic Seabed 


HELSINKI — The Estonia' 
car-ferry that sank in lhc Baltic 
Sea in September 1994. killing 
852 people, has been vandalized 
by divers, according to recent 
Swedish press reports. 

A hole has been discovered in 
the hull of the ship, which is lying 
at a depth of 80 meters (250 feet) 
on the floor of the Baltic Sea. ac- 
cording to Gustav Hanoliak. a 
diving expert with the Swedish 
Administration of Shipping and 

Navigation. 

Hanoliak. quoted by Radio 
Stockholm, added that bars list 
had been welded over a previous 

hole made by vandals have been 
removed. 

Hanoliak rejected any possi- 
bility that the damage was due to 
natural causes. 


other states. 

The bodies of the victims have 
never been refloated,' despite the 
fact that a large majority of the 
families of the victims arein favor 
of such a move. Only 9 T bodies 
were recovered after the catastrtj^ 

The ferry sank on the night of 
September 27-28 about 100 trite- 
meters (60 miles) southeast of the 
Finnish coast while on a crossing 
between Tallinn' and Stockholm. 
The accident marked one of the 
worst maritime disasters since 
World War II. 

An official report on theca?# 
of the catastrophe has been re- 
peatedly delayed and is. now ex- , 
peeled to be published in catty < 
1997. ' • V&\ 

. ■ (&Q ■ ! 


Sweden. Finland and Estonia 
liavc signed a legal agreement 
prelecting the wreck, which has 
been declared a sea grave. The 
agreement bans Swedes. Finns 
and Estonians from entering the 
waters around the Estonia. 

As the ship is located in inter- 
national waters, the wreck cannot 
be protected from citizens of 
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VJ-S e ?t!’ r iT t 'i m A ">S Vaccine Research 


‘ NEW YORK -The Clinton Ad- 
““nstration is committed to pro- 
gress in combatting the AIDS 
e P* de «ric and has made research to 
develop an AIDS vaccine a priority. 
Secretory of Health and Human 
Services Donna Shalala said on re- 
cently. 

S*»Wa told reporters at the dedi- 
cation of new AIDS research labo- 
ratories in New York — the city 
with the highest number of 
Hiv/AIDS cases in the United 
States — that the government wants 
^ to reflect the work of scientists 
worldwide. 

“A vaccine research ought to be 


at the top of our priority list and we 
expect over the next month or so to 
have some things to say in that 
area." she said. 

, ^ human immunodeficiency 
virus (HIV), often transmitted 
through sexual contact or the use of 
““sterilized needles in drug injec- 
tion, can lead to acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome (AIDS), 
which is incurable and nearly al- 
ways fatal. 

Shalala gave no other details and 
declined to discuss her future in the 
administration, in transition after 
President Bill Clinton’s re-election 
to a second term on Nov. 5. “I have 


no announcement as to my own 
plans, as to my own desires until 
I've had an opportunity to talk to the 
president," she told a news confer- 
ence at the Aaron Diamond AIDS 
Research Center, the largest inde- 
lamdent AIDS research laboratory 
in the world. 

The president’s commitment is 
firm both in this exam try's domestic 
commitments and its financial com- 
mitments, as well as its interna- 
tional commitments on AIDS and 
we expect to move forward, more 
collahoratively than we started 
out." she said. 

Last week in Birmingham, Eng- 


land, researchers at the third inter- 
national congress on drag therapy 
in HIV infection said they woe 
encouraged by the performance of 
a new class of drags known as non- 
nucleoside reverse transcriptase in- 
hibitors (NNRTIs). 

It was the first documented evi- 
dence that a new "cocktail” of 
drugs can eliminate all detectable 
levels of the AIDS virus from bod- 
ily tissues Where it is known to hide. 
The drugs worked as well as the 
highly touted protease inhibitors, 
doctors at the birmingham confer- 
ence said. 

Aaron Diamond Centre director 
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David Ho said that “now, of 

having a few relatively weak drags 
against HIV, we have 10 retroviral 
agents. Over the last couple of years 
we have learned bow to combine 
some of them into potent combina- 
tions and those are now achieving a 
dramatic effect on controlling the 
replication of the virus and ri ff t is 
beginning to yield real differences 
for patients. ” 

He said the five new laboratories 
would allow the centre to do more 
wor k “ molecular retrovirology, 
immunology and the viral dynamics 
of HI V as well as increase the team 
of scientists, researchers and staff 


Piciy and abstinence are the 
tools of religioa 
(HazratAli ( AS)) 
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Abortion Third-Leading 
Cause of Death Among 
Pregnant Brazilians 

RIO DE JANEIRO — Abortion is 
the third-leading cause of death 
among pregnant women in Brazil, 
according to a study by the Brazil- 
ian health ministry released re- 
cently. 

Illegal abortions accounted for 

8.2 percent of all pregnant women's 

deaths, according to the study. High 
blood pressure was responsible for 
26 percent of the deaths, and hem- 
orrhages for 13 percent. 

This year, one out of four Brazil- 
ian women who became pregnant 
either miscarried, had a legal abor- 
tion, or had an illegal abortion, said 
Jose Formiga, an official in the min- 
istry’s Mother-Child Health Divi- 
sion. 

In 1995, 1.09 million Brazilian 
women aborted. 

The report also says that tins 
year, public hospitals treated 
271,000 women for complications 
from botched abortions. 

Brazil allows abortion only in 
cases of rape and in cases where the 
woman’s health is at risk. (AfP) 


1941 - British troops launch at- 
tack in West African desert in 
World War II. 

1978 - Jonestown massacre oc- 
curs in Guyana, with U.S. con- 
gressman and four other people 
killed as they try to leave people's 
temple camp - and almost 900 cult 
members committing suicide. 

1987 - Lawyers group reports 
systematic violations of Geneva 
Convention bans on genocide, tor- 
ture and use of chemical weapons 
by Soviet and allied troops in Af- 
ghanistan. 

1989 - At least 800 people are 
dead after a week of fighting in El 
Salvador and a third of San Salva- 
dor's I million people are trapped 
without food or water during rebel 
siege. 

1990 - Saddam Hussein promises 
to free remaining foreigners held 
hostage in occupied Kuwait starting 
on Christmas unless something 
"mars the atmosphere of peace." 

1991 - Croatian city of Vukovar 
falls to Yugoslav army after three- 
month siege. British hostage Terry 
Waite and American Thomas Suth- 
erland are freed by Shiite Muslim 
guerrillas in Beirut. 

1992 - Former Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto is flown home to 
Karachi after being arrested in Isla- 
mabad, and may be placed under 
house arrest. 

1993 - Nigeria’s new military 
ruler, Gen. Sard Ahacha dissolves 
all democratic institutions. 

1994 - Scientists in Berlin claim 
to have found a new element, a 
fusion of nickel and lead atoms that 
existed for less than a thousandth of 
a second. 

^99S - Hong Kong business- 
woman Alexandra Manley become 
Princess of Denmark in a glittering 
wedding to Prince Joachim, second 
in line to the throne. 
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Social Security and 
Health in Iran 
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BOLLO, DID YOUR 
PATHER RENT all 

the apartments in his 
NEW BUILDING? mi u 


YES— 1 
EVERYONE - 
WANTS TO LIVE 
THERE 


IT'S 

A VERY 
PRIENDLY 
PLACB 
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PART 2 

An allowance must be payable to 
parents or guardians of a child 
whose physical, intellectual or psy- 
chiatric disability requires a high 
level of daily care and attention in 
the family home. 

A mobility allowance should be 
paid to the disabled people who are 
employed or engaged in training 
and are unable to use public trans- 
portation because of their disabili- 
ties. A carer's pension must be 
available to people providing long- 
term care at borne to a severly dis- 
abled pension or beneficiary. 

Unemployed People 

Programs for the unemployed 
aim to ensure that unemployed peo- 
ple who are seeking employment or 
improving their opportunities - by, 
for example, undertaking voca- 
tional training courses, rehabilita- 
tions, or in some circumstances, 
education - mast receive adequate 
levels of income for themselves and 
their dependants through what we 
can call “job search allowance", 
and have their entry or re-entry into 


active employment encouraged and 
assisted. 

The jobs, education and training 
programs will greatly improve em- 
ploymnet and training opportunities 
for sole parents, who are mainly 
women. 

Families With 
Children 

The government should aim to 
ensure that families with children 
including sole parent families re- 
ceive fair levels of assistance to- 
wards the costs of raising their 
children. 

The program will aim to main- 
tain the value of payments for chil- 
dren relative to other social security 
payments, provide adequate levels 
of income for sole parents; improve 
financial support for children of 
separated or divorced parents 
through increased assistance from 
the non-custodial parent and pro- 
vide, in conjunction with the activi- 
ties of other agencies, opportunities 
and incentives tor self-help and re- 
ducing dependence on social secu- 
rity payments. 
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(Tar the first time in the 
c^country the 40-tap soft 
drink HUer was designed and 
manufactured by Shoja ’ 
Movaffaqi, managing director 
of Daqiq-Tarash linen Com- 
pany. 

The company has been first 
a lathing workshop which was 
developed, later in 1981, into 
a small but efficient company. 
The company has started 
manufacturing different 
parts of various machinery, 
specially carbonated soft 
drink fillers, since 1973. With 
25 years experience and enjoy- 
ing friendly collaboration of 
32 employees the company 
manufactures all parts of the 
production line of carbonated 
soft drinks. 

Regarding the fact that 
Qom Province has had a very 
high population growth, and 
because it has many holy 
shrines as the holy shrine of 
Hazrat Ma’soumeh (SA), it 
hosts many visitors from 
around the country. There- 
fore, the demand for carbon- 
ated soft drinks is always in 
the rise in this city. This calls 
for an independent center to 
shoulder the responsibility of 
procuring and distributing 
soft drinks. That is why the 
first soft drink filler was sent 
to the holy city of Qom. 

Shoja’ Movaffaqi is a self- 
confident and self-made ex- 
pert who has started his career 
from the scratch. Born in one 
of the villages of Borojerd, he 
showed his interest and talent 
to lathing from the very early 
years of childhood. His handi- 
crafts with a knife and a piece 
or wood were his first under- 
standing of lathing. Some 
years passed and he set up a 


S . * 

spar*" 




Mr. Shoja’ Movaffaqi, designer and manufacturer of the 40-tap soft drink filler 


lathing workshop. That gave 
him a great opportunity to ma- 
terialize his plans long existing 
in his mind. He made spare 
parts for soft drink fillers and 
later developed his work into 
creating a 40-tap soft drink 
filler which is being used in 
Qom now. 

Shoja’ Movaffaqi came in 
person to the daily Tehran 
Times to take part in an inter- 
view and answer questions on 
his 0110 * machine. 

He said: Manufacturing the 
carbonated soft drink filler in 
Iran costs some RIs. 
400.000.000, whereas import- 
ing the filler machine from for- 
eign countries costs 
U.S. $300,000. So, it is crystal 


clear that locally manufacturing 
'the filler saves up considerable 
hard currency tor the country. 

The technology of manufac- 
turing this kind of filler has al- 
ways been focus of attention for 
foreigners. We have done noth- 
ing. so far. to export the techni- 
cal know-how in the field. We 
had so many foreign visitors 
from Dubai. Georgia, Armenia, 
etc. who voiced their readiness 
to purchase the technology and 
also the filler itself. 

On the purpose behind manu- 
facturing the 40-tap filler 
Movaffaqi said he had long ex- 
perience in lathing and produc- 
ing spare parts for the filler 
machinery. He said his parts 
were better than similar foreign 


ones, as many soft drink compa- sparked in his mind at that first 
nies have asserted. Two out of glance. “Once I look at a ma- 
many appreciation letters, re- chine, I design its working proc- 
tlected on these two pages, cer- ess in my mind,” he said, 
tity the claim. In spite of many obstacles in 

But the most important solid his way, Movaffaqi manufac- 
evidence, he said, is the filler tured and put into operation the 
itself and its parts working ^ rst 40-tap soft drink filler in 


soundly. 

Manufacturing the filler was 
a very giant project for a roan 
who wanted to materialize it by 
financial support of some Basijis 


Iran, for which many customers 
are standing in queue. 

Asked on the cooperation and 
financial support of the public 
and state, he said he was inclined 
to accept support mostly from 


from Qom, but relying on his poor families to develop the 
own work experience and tech- filler machine “because the 


nieal knowledge. 

The talented expert had wit- 
nessed a foreign filler some- 
where. and the idea of 
producing a similar machine 


filler could return their money 
and secure a ceaseless income 
for their families.” 

According to Shoja’ Movaf- 
faqi, the next and most impor- 


tant objective behind 
manufacturing the filler is an- 
other step toward attaining self- 
sufficiency in the field in die 
country. 

The project could be put on 
stream by further support from 
Ministry of Industries and 
Budget and Plan Organization. 

He said by putting into opera- 
tion the manufacturing line of 
soft drink fillers, so many em- 
ployment opportunities will be 
created. 

The managing director of 
Daqiq-Tarash Imen company 
went on to say he could also fra in 
experts in the field to work in 
different: vocational centers in 
different comers of country. 

It was in 1994 that the com- 
pany wanted to import carbon- 
ated soft drink filler machinery. 
“It was unbelievable. 800,000 
dollars was required for the im- 
port of a single soft drink 
filler.” 

That was why he decided to 
manufacture die machinery in 
the country. It was hard but pos- 
sible. There was no support 
from the responsible authorities 
at the very beginning. 

In spite of the obstacles in the 
way, some Basijis from the holy 
city of Qom gathered together to 
support the expert. The coopera- 
tion was fruitful and the 40-tap 
soft drink filler was manufac- 
tured at last. It saves up 300,000 
dollars of hard currency for the 
country. 

Elsewhere, the managing di- 
rector of Daqiq-Tarash Imen 
said his company can manufac- 
ture one unit of soft drink filler 
machinery per two months,, if 
sufficient support be granted by 
responsible ministries, and 
authorities. ' 

(Contd on Pg. ?) 
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gi The first filler was granted to 
i Qom Soft Drink Company by 
i the manufacturer with forty per- 
cent discount 

The manufacturer of the filler 
said he was proud to take a step 
toward attaining self-sufficiency 


Some of the companies may be 
cited as Tehran Zam Zam, Rasht 
Niknoush, Isfahan Khoshta’m, 
Isfahan Coffee Cola, Ahvaz 
Niknoush, and Iran Zam Zara. 

When asked ‘What motivated 
you to support Mr. Shoja* 


The new soft drink filler enjoys priorities over theAmm- 
| com Mayer soft drinkfUler in quality. 

in the country and the develop- Movaffaqi?’ Mr. Mokhtari re- 
ment of industries in Iran. sponded, “Since the population 
Asked on the other machinery of Qo m Province has been in- 
parts manufactured in his com- creased and on foe other hand a 
party, Movaffaqi said: In Daqiq- great number of people enter foe 
Tarash Imen Company many town of Qom everyday to pil- 
parts of different machinery are grimage the holy shrine of 

Daqiq-Tarash Imen possesses the capability of producing 
a unit of 40-tap soft drink filler every two months. 

produced; as spare parts for Hazrat Ma’soumeta (SA), we 
plastic injection, Ortmann tap, found it necessary to set up a soft 
punches for bottle-capping ma- drink producing center and the 
chines, bottle-capping pressing first thing we should do was to 

e&mm 



Reza Mokhtari 

Manager of Qom Soft Drink Co. 


manufacture the needed machin- 
ery. Mr. Movaffaqi has carried 
out the first steps of designing as 
well as manufacturing the chas- 
sis of the machine but due to the 
financial problems and tack of 
support he had given up. Since 
we had intended to start our ac- 
tivities, we negotiated with two 
giant soft drink producing com- 
panies hut unfortunately they 
did not welcome our plan and 
refused to invest although they 
were extremely in need of the 
machine.” 
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Shaja* Movaffaqi: I have manufactured a soft drink filler 
which saves up 300,000 dollars of hard currency per unit. 
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Injection Rod 


Bottle-filling taps 


Bottle-capping punch 



§jj machines, machinery for yam 
^production line, box fillers, box 
dischargers, .andbottle washers. 



The managing director or 
Daqiq-Tarash Imen stated he has I i A 

"received many appreciation let- pf 
lers from some soft drink com- 
panies, for which he ha.« 


§ produced machinery parts. ‘ X ; : ;A *. • X ^ 
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Early Intervention Yields 
Zero Rate of HIV 


LOS ANGELES — A muscular. 
27-year-old gang member with a 
ring through his cheek and a lull 
regalia of tattoos on his chest looks 
away as a technician sinks a needle 
into his arm to test for HIV. 

Around a card table stacked with 
multicolored and flavored condoms 
in a plaza in one of the city's rough- 
est housing projects, fellow gang 
members chat and wait their turn 
for a test normally given in the 
hushed atmosphere of clinics. 

Some 100 gang members have 
been tested without a single case of 
HIV in what is considered by many 
a high risk area. 

In New York, intravenous drug 
use and sexually-spread HIV in 
similar gang areas has pushed the 
rate to SO percent. 

So, how do health technicians 
giving the tests in a neighborhood 
where gang members openly sell 
drugs and are highly sexually active 
explain the zero HTV rate? 

"We’re not sure," said Irma Ra- 
mos, a technician for the sexually 
transmitted disease (STD) pro- 
gram. “But they have no HIV, no 
syphilis, no hepatitis b; hut there is 
a lot of chlamydia." 

"They are not IV drug users. 
They'll smoke pot. They'll drink 
themselves silly. They sell the stuff, 
but they don't like needles and 
won't (shoot up) slam." 

This is in a state of 30 million 
people where an estimated one in 

200 people are infected with the 
HIV virus that can lead to AIDS. 

In an area of Hollywood where 
there is a heavy concentration of 
nightclubs, a random cross-section 
of youths aged IS to 23 were tested 
in one study which found 10 percent 
were infected with HIV. the AIDS 
virus. 

Every two months, gang mem- 
bers have been tested in the bullet- 
pocked neighborhoods of Primero 
flats, Cuatro flats and the mob crew 
where mostly residents of Mexican 


WASHINGTON — The U.S. soft- 
ware giant Microsoft will spend 
$400 million in 1996 on its loss- 
making Internet services and is 
likely to keep losing money on them 
for the next three years, the com- 
pany's second in command said ac- 
cording lo press reports recently. 

NEC-Bull to 
Make PCs in 
Malaysia 

TOKYO — Packard Bell NEC 
Inc., owned by Japan's NEC Corp. 
and Cie Des Machines Bull of 
France, will start assembling per- 
sonal computers in Malaysia in 
January 1996 for sales in Asia, 
NEC officials said recently. 

Production will start with 
monthly output of 10,000 units at a 
plant in the Prai Industrial Complex 
in northern Malaysia, they said. 

The assembled PCs will he mar- 
keted through both NEC and 
Packard Bell outlets in Asian coun- 
tries hut with different product fea- 
tures, the officials said. 

Packard Bell, based in Sacra- 
mento, California, is owned 
roughly 20 percent each by NEC 
and Bull, they said. 

(AFP) 


descent live in frayed-at-the-edges 
public housing. 

The project has caught the inter- 
est of other epidemiologists, and 
this month, members of this tiny 
corps of workers conducting the 
tests will go to conferences in 
Washington and New Orleans, 
Louisiana to talk about their pro- 
ject. 

Elsewhere, clinics are set up and 
technicians wait for clients to come 
to them. 

Too often, by die time those in- 
fected go to the clinic the vims has 
already spread to the community. 
This is an effort to short-circuit the 
cycle. 

The testing project was organ- 
ized by Mike Garcia, of Bien Estar, 
a homegrown group that goes into 
Los Angeles' roughest Latino 
neighborhoods lo quell violence and 
look after some of the city's ne- 
glected. 

As a former gang member, Gar- 
cia, 5 1 , is one of only a handful who 

cross gang lines unscathed wife 
health technicians in tow to get to 
the residents. 

Wesley Ford, the Health Depart- 
ment's chief epidemiologist, specu- 


GENEVA — Consumption of de- 
signer drugs, such as Ecstasy. 
Speed and Ice, is reaching epidemic 
proportions, medical experts 
warned recently at a World Health 
Organization conference to address 
die problem. 

In the 1970s, heroine was the 
main source of anxiety, followed in 
the 1980s by cocaine, but the prob- 
lem of the 1990s is a “dramatic 
increase" in the abuse of ampheta- 
mines and me th amphetamines 
among youth the world over, ex- 

Spend $400 


Microsoft Executive Vice Presi- 
dent Steven Ballmer, addressing an 
industry conference in Boston, said 
the company had already spent $300 
to $400 million this year on its 
on-line service, Microsoft Net- 
work, its Internet and cable televi- 
sion unit. MSNBC, and its Expedia 
Travel Site, according to the Wall 
Sired Journal. 

"MSN — it's a loss," Ballmer 
acknowledged. "Expedia — a loss. 
MSNBC — a loss." 

And such shortfalls were ex- 
pected to continue for another three 
years, he told the gathering. 

“We're going to lose a lot of 
money before we break even." 
Ballmer was quoted as saying. 

The journal noted that while 
th< 'U sands of companies — most of 
them lacking the enormous finan- 
cial resources of Microsoft — had 

gotten on the World Wide Web in 
hopes of winning new customers, 
very few had turned a profit. 

"If only companies with the fi- 
nancial power of Microsoft can 
make it in the content business, then 
we’re years away from a viable 
Internet economy,” the journal 
quoted George Colony, president of 
Forester Research, as saying. 

Ballmer was speaking at a con- 
ference organized by the market 
research group. 

(AFP) 


lated the low rate among these 
particular gangs comes from low 
risk behavior. They are not using 
IV drugs and are mostly heterosex- 
ual. 

Moreover, he said, that the num- 
ber tested so far is statistically low 
and that once it enters the group it 
could spread as quickly as any- 
where else. 

There is one high risk factor that 
does not usually show on the profile 
of AIDS victims: prison. 

About seven percent of the jail 
population is HIV positive. Ford 
said. Garcia said those coming out 
of prison and into the projects are 
almost immediately approached to 
be tested before they infect others. 

"Sixty-five percent of male 
youths here will end up in jail. 
That's part of growing up here,” 
said Garcia who served lime for 
armed robbery and attempted mur- 
der. 

“There, there's always blood in- 
volved. There is needle-sharing and 
drugs in prison. There is fighting 
and stabbing and it's blood to 
Wood.” Garcia said. “But so for,” 
he said, "they are coming out 
clean." (AFP) 


peits said. 

Alan Lopez, who is heading the 
WHO’s program on substance 
abuse, underlined that production 
of the stimulants was cheap and 
easy, and traffickers made stagger- 
ing profits. 

He said that more than one young 
person out of 10 had tried the drugs 
at least once, but had no sense of the 
danger. 

On the contrary, "sometimes 
they are quite proud of it,” a fellow 
specialist Michael Farrell said. 

In Britain, 14 percent of youths 
aged between 16 and 29 said they 
had taken these chemical stimulants 
at least once, the conference was 
told. 

Meanwhile, the incidence of 
death and illness is likely to increase 
as the level of purity is increasing, 
bringing with it "an acute health 
risk, " said the chairman of Friday’s 
meeting, Robert Ali of Australia. 

Among the adverse effects, the 
WHO listed damage to die nervous 
system and die brain, accelerated 
heart beat, which could result in 
cardiac arrests and thickening of the 
blood likely to cause attacks or con- 
vulsions. In addition, the drug-tak- 
ing can lead to violent behavior. 

According to Filipino Doctor 
Comelio Banaag, designer drug 
taking has “become a major con- 
cern" in Asia, but no region of the 
world is unaffected. 

In the Czech Republic, nine 
times out of 10, the drugs are in- 
jected rather than swallowed, which 
results in the added danger of infec- 
tion. 

There is a flourishing trade be- 
tween Mexico, which produces the 
basic components, and the United 
States, where the drugs are manu- 
factured. 

Countries where the incidence is 
high include Australia, Canada and 
the Scandinavian nations. 

Apart from the illegal trading, 
amphetamines legally prescribed by 
doctors, find their way into illicit 
use and in Argentina, Brazil and 
Chile, doctors have a tendency to 
overprescribe such drugs. 

(AFP) 


Microsoft to 
mitfion on 'Net Services 


WHO Warns of Synthetic 
Drugs Epidemic 


Islands for Sale or Rent 


HAMBURG. Germany — If you 
can afford to buy a car you can also 
find the money for a tiny island, 
according to Farhad Vladi, an estate 
agent who specializes in selling and 
renting islands. 

His company, Vladi Private Is- 
lands, has on offer about 400 
“scraps of land surrounded by 
water,” as be puts it 


One of foe cheapest prop e rties 
available for the cost of a car, at 
under $30,000, is a 6,500 square 
meters (69,940 square feet) islet in 
a lake in Canada's maritime prov- 
ince of Nova Scotia. 

In more Clement climes, the 
money is considerably more seri- 
ous. 


company’s annual turnover is be- 
tween $30 and $45 million. 

Now a Canadian citizen, Vladi 
was born here of an Iranian father 
and a German mother. He spends 
four months of the year here, and 
three in Halifax, the capital of Nova 
Scotia, where his agency also has 
an office. 

The lure of the islands snared 


him in his student days, when in 
1967 he acted as go-between for die 
sale of an island in the Seychelles, 
the scattered Indian Ocean archipel- 
ago off the East African coast. 

He pocketed a handsome com- 
mission from the $500,000 selling 
price, and in 1971, armed with a 


or almost everywhere, to find 
more." Vladi said. 

He remembers his best deal as 
being the sale of a dozen islets in the 
Seychelles to the family of a former 
king. 

"You must love islands to live on 
one," he advises, adding, "and be- 
fore buying, you must go and stay 
there." 

Vladi organizes rentals on is- 
lands, often for clients who have 
bought one, at $100 a day per per- 
son. Would-be Robmson Crusoes 
have to pay their own feres in addi- 
tion, of course. 

Vladi steers dear of trouble spots 
where state sovereignty is in dis- 
pute, as in the confines of the Greek 
and Turkish territorial waters. Le- 
gal snags arise when the military in 
a given country object to a sale, or 
environmentalists campaign against 
any buildings being erected. 

Last year a pressure group want- 
ing to stop French nuclear tests at 
Mitruroa in foe South Pacific tried 
to buy an atoll from him, but foe 
government in Paris vetoed foe pur- 


An island with a private harbor and a villa one kilometer 
about half a mile) off the Italian coast is going for $10 
million. Palm Island a tiny comer of paradise 16,000 
meters square (172, 160 feet square) with three villas lying 
80 meters (264 feet) off Florida is for sale at $400 million. 


An island with a private harbor 
and a villa one kilometer (about half 
a mile) off the Italian coast is going 
for $10 million. Palm Island, a tiny 
comer of paradise 16,000 meters 
square (172.160 feet square) with 
three villas lying 80 meters (264 
feet) off Florida is for sale at $400 
million. 

“There are almost 100,000 is- 
lands in the world, of which some 
5,000 are sellable," said Vladi, 42. 
“That means that they at least have 
fresh water, but some have houses 
and even castles." 

He sells 30 or so a year, and the 


doctorate in economics. Vladi set 
up shop here. He says he has sold 
more than 500 islands in foe past 25 
years. 

"It is all extremely interesting, 
since I visit all foe islands which I 
put up for sale, and foe rest of foe 
time I go prospecting everywhere. 


Even small islands can be trou- 
blesome to look after properly. 
Vladi is food of quoting a Breton 

proverb: "The owner erf an island is 

blessed twice in life — when he 

buys, and when be sells’*.. • 

(AFP) 


Even small islands can be troublesome to look afte r pr o p - 
erfy. Vladi is fond tf quoti n g a Breton. pgova b: ct The owner 
of an island is blessed twice ht life —when he buys, and 
when he sells". > 
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Colonizing the Colonizers: 


Satellite TV in India 


NEW DELHI, India — When for- 
eign TV arrived five years ago, 
many Indians cried cultural inva- 
sion. Today, the nation of 920 mil- 
lion seems to be colonizing foe 
satellite networks. 

Two music channels — the 
American MTV and Hong Kong- 
based Channel -V - are airing hours 
of Indian pop and film music. Star 


whelm Doordarshan, with its melo- 
dramatic Hindi soap operas. But 
state TV continues to dominate. It’s 
cheap and widely available and has 
ample political and financial back- 
ing. 

Economic reforms, underway in 
India for foe last five years, have yet 
to touch foe state-controlled broad- 
casting system. Indian TV moguls 


November, news and current af- 
fairs programs fixusing on India in 
English and Hindi. 

One ploy of foreign-oiwned sta- 
tions may be stealing local exper- 
tise. R.K. Singh, head of ESPN's 
operations in India, is a fara t^ 
Doordarshan executive as is Rafoi- 
kant Basil, recently named head of 
news in India for Star TV. 

“We are here to stay," Singh 
said. 

It is likely only foe big players 
will last in a crowded market. Ten 
new satellite channels were 
launched in India over the last year 
alone. 

Costs are soaring, for most of the 
nearly 50 channels. The annual - 


The brash newcomers had thought foreign shows wot 
overwhelm Doordarshan, with its melodramatic Hi* 
soap operas. But state TV continues to dominate. I 
cheap and undefy available and has ample political a 
financial backing. 


TV of Hong Kong and foe Ameri- 
can ESPN have added Hindi com- 
mentaries to their sports coverage. 

Subtitles in Hindi, the language 
spoken by most Indians, are p ast ed 
on blockbuster Hollywood movies, 
and there are plans to dub the 
American television series “Bay- 
watch" in Hindi. 


rely on politicians who pressure foe 
government to restrict foreign op- 
erations. While they can’t keep 
them out entirely, they can make it 
hard to do business. 

“Our programs have to be car- 
ried to Singapore for satellite broad- 
cast" back to Indian subscribers. 


hardware cost for operating a 24- 
hour channel is es timated at about ^ 
180 million rupees, or $2.8 

"The available advertising 
money can’t support all these chan- 
nels, said Ash ok Raina, a private 
software producer. "A shakeout 
has started and there will be only a 


Star TV, a major player here, 
says Indian programs will account 
for nearly 75 percent of all its Asian 


Cost, are soaring for most of the nearly 50 channels. The 


annual hardware cost for operating a 24Ji<mr channel is 
estimated at about ISO milli on rupees, or $2.8 million. 

said Nandan Unnikrishnan of Busi- 
ness India Television, a news and 


programing by 1997. 

"In order to succeed in Asia in 
the long term, you need both West- 
ern shows and shows that are tai- 
lored to local tastes," said Gene 
Swinstead, Bombay-based manag- 
ing director of Star TV's Indian and 
Middle East operations. 

That’s especially true if the sta- 
tion s want to compete with Door- 
darshan, India's state-run 
broadcaster. 

The brash newcomers had 
thought foreign shows would over- 


current affairs channel. 

The government denies inde- 
pendent stations facilities to 
‘uplink”, or send programs di- 
rectly by satellite from India. 

Undeterred, Star TV recently 
hired New Delhi Television, a local 
producer, to provide, starting in 


few victors in foe next two to three 

years. ” 

Doordarshan, winch means tele- 
vision in Hindi, accounted for 6456 
of 125 billion rupees, or $3.57 bil- 
lion, of foe TV ad reveme gener- 
ated in India last year, according to 
foe Indian Marketing Research. Bu- 
reau, 

(AT). 
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ROME — The United States and 
Vatican were among 14 countries 
late Saturday clarifying what the 
World Food Summit meant to 
them, with Washington concerned 
about rights and the Vatican birth 
control, .summit officials and 
sources said. 

Washington riled a two-page 
■ interpretative statement to make 
sure that the "right to food" pro- 
> : claimed at the summit did not bc- 
s vii come a legal obligation creating 
“ problems for Washington. 

The text, obtained by AFP Sal- 
' r 'i. urday, said that while the United 
States Joined in the summit state- 
ly ■ men! that everyone has the "right 
‘ to adequate food." i! did not want 
this to lead to "any change in the 
current state of conventional or 
customary international law." 


realized progressively that docs 
bbi give rise to any international 
obligations nor diminishes the re- 
sponsibilities of national govern- 
ments toward their citizens." 

fn another statement, the Vati- 
can on Saturday said it retained 
the view that birth control should 
not be used as a means of limiting 
population growth. 

"The stabilization of world 
population must not be done by 
national or international measures 
slopping married couples from 
deciding on reproduction or the 
number of their children." the 
Vatican statement said. 

The "Rome declaration on 
world food security" and the 
".World Food Summit plan of ac- 
tion" were adopted by acclama- 
tion by the Food Summit joining 


They had been hammered out 
in pre-summit meetings and ef- 
fectively adopted unanimously on 
October 3 J . summit officials said 

The reserves Tiled illustrate 
some of the arguments that went 
into adoption of the draft plan of 
tltc two texts, which aim "to eradi- 
cate hunger in all countries." 

Tlicy also showed some coun- 
tries' p re occupations. Iraq, for in- 
stance. is believed to 'have 
protested that the UN embargo on 
its oil sales was not legal, summit 
sources said. 

The other 1 1 countries filing 
reservations or interpretative 
statements were Argentina. Bu- 
rundi. Iran. Lebanon. Malta. Ni- 
geria. Qatar. Saudi Arabia. 
Sudan. Syria, and the United Arab 
Emirates. 



For Washington, such rights 
remain "a goal or aspiration to be 


187 nations on its opening day 
Wednesday. 


The Rome summit was unique! 
among such gatherings in that the 


main texts were agreed on in ad- 
vance and approved on tltc mcct- 
ing's first day without' a n\ 
haggling. 

The Rome declaration and ac- 
tion plan have no legal force but 
commit governments to a drive to 
halve by ihcycar20 1 5 the number 
of X4» million people now suffer- 
ing in developing countries from 
malnutrition. 

They were the first such major 
texts since a ministerial world 
food conference in 1974 had 
pledged to eradicate hunger bv 
1 ‘> 80 . 

The Rome declaration said: 
"We consider it intolerable that 
more than 800 million people 
throughout the world, and par- 
ticularly in developing countries. 

do not have enough food to meet 
tlieir basic nutritional needs." 

One issue was the difference 
between countries like the United 
Suites which push for free trade 
and others. like (he European 
Community and Japan, which de- 
fine fairness as protecting certain 
industries, and therefore jobs, 
sources close to the debate said. 

The compromise in this area 
was to advocate both a market- 
oriented and a free economy. 

A compromise was also struck 
over the issue of making democ- 
racy a criterion for achieving food 
security. This dispute had pitted 
the developed countries against 
developing stales, which believe 
their ow n sovereign rights should 
dictate how they govern. 



The first commitment of the 
action plan said there should be 
"respect for all human rights and 
fundamental freedoms, democ- 
racy. a transparent and effective 
legal framework, transparent and 
accountable governance and ad- 
ministration in all public and pri- 
vate national and international 
instil utio ns." 

But the paragraph in the intro- 
duction that preceded this speci- 


fics that "the implementation of 
the recommendations contained 
in this plan of action is the sover- 
eign right and responsibility of 
each state through national laws.” 

The U.S. interpretative state- 
ment said about this paragraph: 
"Various religious and ethical 
values, cultural backgrounds and 
philosophical convictions do not 
diminish the need for full respect 
for all human rights and funda- 
mental freedoms." (AFP) 
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^UNITED NATIONS — 
Discussions on whether to keep 
Boutro&Boutios-Ghali at the helm 
of the United Nations go into high 
gear amid expectations that the 


\ . t 


i iji Rj!~' 


• - United States will cast its veto 

' *" -a^inst the secretary -general. 

• . n. Capping a five-month crusade 
. against a second term for Boutros- 

r Ghali, U.S. Ambassador Madclc- 
:>mi i .df-rr Albright is expected to 
formally block a bid to put the 
Egyptian diplomat in the running 
(Xl- j. !for the top UN post, according to 
diplomats hoe. 

Egypt set the stage for tire U.S. 
“ showdown with the UN chief last 
' week when it nominated Boutros- 
Ghali for a second term after his 
five-year mandate expires on De- 
cembers]. 

“The candidature of Dr. Bou- 
tros Boutros-Ghali enjoys wide 
' support by the majority of the 
United Nations membership, and 
: h is my government’s hope that 
. the outcome of the council's dis- 
*•' eussions will duly reflect the will 
- of the majority,” Egyptian Am- 
bassador Nabil Elaraby said. 

U.S. diplomats on Friday ruled 
rot a possible compromise that 

* vould allow Boutros-Ghali to stay 
>n. even temporarily, while a UN 
pokesman said the secretary-gen- 
ial had no intention of bowing 
rot of the race. 

“Rumors to the effect that Mr. 

, Boutros-Ghali may withdraw his 

* i'andidacy are false.” spokesman 
/ Uunan Fawzi said. 

J . Aside from Egypt. Boutros- 
. '] : 'jhali has the backing of the other 
** wo African countries in the UN 

* -ccurily Council — Guinea-Bis- 
i : au and Botswana — and from big 


powers Russia. China and France. 

Diplomats here said French 
President Jacques Chirac.. German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl Cana- 
dian Prime Minister Jean Chretien 
and South African President Nel- 
son Mandela had appealed to U.S. 
President Bill Clinton this week to 
reverse his position and allow 
Boutros-Ghali to remain, but to no 
avail. 

Boutros-Ghali is likely to be- 
come the first secretary-general in 
the 51-year history of the United 
Nations to be the target of a U.S. 
veto. 

He would join the ranks of Kurt 
Waldheim who in 1981 was un- 
able to run for a third mandate af- 
ter China issued its veto against 
his candidacy. Beijing then con- 
tended that it was time to allow a 
non-European to lead the United 
Nations. 

Anticipating a raucous debate at 
the UN Security Council. Indone- 
sia’s envoy Nugroho Wisnumurti. 
who holds the rotating chair of the 
council, said late last week he 
hoped that discussions would not 
be tinged with “loo much emo- 
tion.'' 

The United Slates maintains 
that Bouuos-Ghali has failed to 
reform the United Nations, a de- 
mand pressed by Republicans in 
the U.S. Congress who view the 
world body as an ineffective alter- 
native to American leadership. 

But if a vote is held on Mon- 
day. the United Stales may appear 
isolated in its campaign to dis- 
lodge the 74-ycar-okf Egyptian 
diplomats said. 

Only Poland and possibly Brit- 
ain are expected to follow tltc U.S. 


■ - ; " "> * 'ife 

lead and vole against a second 
term for BouUos-Ghali. according 
to diplomats. 

But the U.S. veto, which would 
be irreversible, would also kick 
off a race for the top UN post as 
other candidates have refrained 
from waging campaigns openly 
until Washington had taken for- 
mal steps to oppose Boutros- 
Ghali. 

Among possible African candi- 
dates arc the Ghanaian UN Under 
Secretary General for Peacekeep- 
ing Kofi Annan, Organization of 
the Islamic Conference Secretary - 
General Hamid Algabid. Amara 
Essy. the Ivoiy Coast foreign min- 
ister and Salim Ahmed Salim, the 
secretary -general of the Organiza- 
tion for African Unity. 

Europeans Gro Harlem Brundl- 
land. who retired last month as 
Norwegian prime minister and 
Irish President Mary Robinson 
liavc also been tipped as possible 
successors. 

According to the UN Charter, 
the secretary-general is ranted by 
lire 185-nation General Assembly 
acting upon recommendation of 
the Security Council. 

There arc no clear rules how- 
ever on how to achieve a consen- 
sus among the 15 member-states 
of the Security Council and diplo- 
mats said they did not rule out a 
major grid lock over the issue of 
the next secretary -general. 
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AMMAN — Aboul 1.20(1 
prisoners could benefit from a 
partial amnesty decreed by King 
Hussein. Jordanian Justice 
Minister Abdel Karim Doughmi 
said. 

"The number of prisoners 
whose eases will be reviewed is 
about 1 .200." he told reporters af- 
ter a cabinet meeting. 

In a letter to Prime Minister 


Abdclpkarim Kabariii. King 
Hussein ordered that two days be- 
fore the celebration on Thursday 
of his 6 1st birthday, an amnesty 
would be granted to "every pris- 
oner who has served enough of 
his sentence or whose release will 
not threaten the security" of the 
country. 

According to Doughmi, a min- 
isterial commission was formed 


to implement the king's decree. 

In his letter King Hussein also 
ordered a halt to judicial proceed- 
ings against people involved in 
the rioting last summer after 
bread subsidies were removed, re- 
sulting in a 250 percent rise in 
bread prices. 

Judicial sources estimated that 
253 people could thus escape pro- 
ceedings. (AFP) 
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CHASSELAY, France (November 11): Illegal African immigrants, who were expelled from the Parisian 
Saint-Bemard church this summer, wave a poster as they stage a protest during a ceremony at the 
African cemetery of Chasselay, center France, to commemorate the 78th anniversary of the end of 
World War I. 

(AFP PHOTO) 
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SEAL ESTA- 



TMME ULTIMATE MW REAM. ESTATE 

TEL- 2049292 - (24 Lines) 

# 3M 9 MODARRES a Africa 
JWWCTMOW 


700 sq.m gardens 800 
sq.m built area, 4 
bedrs, furn./ imfurn., 
s/p, sauna, Jacuzzi, 
ceramic fir., 4 baths, 
fireplace. 

?-2r. F. 

7c: * ?ax: 2i)4K7H 


Sales & Rentals 

Residential & Commercial Property 


B (tag - 


,00 5708 


your time. 
Witfi out 
experience in 
Read estate, 
you w 1 M 6 e sure 
to find tfte 6 agf. 




o*5 


"Serving from ths 
beginr.srsg ?o the very end, 
all with a professional 
CCUCh." 



ii'V. 


iCheshmAndaz; 


No. 48, MoSSasadra Ave., VanaK Sq. 
Te/ 3c Fax: 8783441-4 (40 fines). 
Mr. Chaniradvh 


VJU ViSK 

^“fantastic 

3 ~ h * tb ‘«P*~, C all 


*Ow/ 




Real Estate Co 

l.- : y -s 


'cLi Modem Computerized Filing Systems 
Expert Consultancy 

ii Unique St Exclusive P ro per ties 

73 Satisfaction Guaranteed Jor Full Refund 

iii Short Terms Available 


Try Us 
Once. 

Be Our 
Customers 
Forever. 
Tel: 225 63 10 

(16 lines) 

Fax: 225 63 25 


uh w’V OuliD 

u •& uii >MBwniiar 

r ir 7 2l < SI£|a35 

400 sq.m built area, 4 
bedrs, brand new 
furniture, indoor s/p, 
private sauna and 
Jacuzzi, 3 American 
Stnd. baths. Naff 
kitchen system, 
attractive price. 
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Lunch: Nayeb’s Famous Chelokabab and Chicken Kabab 
Dinner: Our Chef has prepared the additional menue for you: 


FILLET STEAK 
FRENCH SCALLOP 


E CHICKEN SCHNITZEL 


FRESH TROUT 


Hj BARBEQUE FILLET 
£ SHISH KABAB 


With Live Music Every Xi^lit 

\aveb Restaurant in Saadaf Abad Sq. 

,1 _ L >- .. . 4 . . -.<«■••• v . _ *■ OP ?«^ar 't - 1 • » J - 1.0 J ii.*i «■ 


suS. Z ®CjL£E-3£-SonS- ZlZSSOS'iSIlCS 3f® 57^3 2C?® S 

— * ^ «!5> ? " o s? — i, *5. rr * "j S 

No. 96, Fakhr-e Razi Ave., 
Enqelab Ave., Enqelab Sq., Tehran. 

S4iS^SG2 

Please contact us Saturday through 


Vfsdn esd ay from 16 cl. m. to d p. 



Teaching Farsi Launguage 
for Foreigners 

Tel: 7824542 


S-gfclHSrt? -1 

'Jef . -Jm 

irt"Tisns 7cb 



i4 medical student with 
an intermediate 
knowledge of English. 

Tel: 3455S0 


PERSIAN 

English, French, Italian, Spanish 

in 3 months 2217161 


LEARN 

Guitar 2217161 | j VElBa 

With 2000 sq.m land 

SALE OF SILVER $2000 

7 st: 339123 & 2SSS1S2* 


B2HT 3Y OVi'KSS 

Cj w:. 

Feiy nice villa, 3 bedrs 9 
s/p , large garden, 2 
alarm systems, parking 
& fan coil. 

Tel: 09112110077 


For Sale 

TeS: S452S32 


for ReraS 
^afS-Dastger«ia 
2 bedrs, f. furn., 

2 tel lines, with 
all facilities . 



H60S1HC 
&! AGENCY 


R€NT&SflL€ 

Apt & Villa 
Best Area 

The new forcijpn Rental Agent 
of Robinson with experienced 
guides, is at your service. 

Trr V*. 



2052344 Fax 

No. 60, Maryam St., 
Africa Ave., Ithf 


COMPUTER 

IN THREE WEEKS 

FOR ALL LEVELS IN 
ENGLISH BY UNIVERSITY 
PROFESSOR. 

2201744 (D.D) 


Apt*? jam 

3 6/ rs, c/g , pvt. tel , 
air-cond. c/h, large 
roofed balcony, 1st fir. 

Tel: S35834 

(Dr. Siah Polish) 



tlxv Ofti/u-x Qalatiruu! 

t -f- fV )l 

THE ONLY GENUINE 
CHINESE 
FOOD IN TOWN 

No. 3, Abdo St v opp. 
FatemL Valf Asr Ave. 
Tel: 890 7 H - 8310163 
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Attention 

Foreigners Residing 
in Iran 

Exclusive for your vocations n 1936 

The authorized Sogol Tour & * 
Travel Agency has arranged 
fantastic domestic and overseas 
tours & ticket and visa for ; 
individuals and groups 


[>.1- jkV. in’! 






wmm§ i®r Partnership 

Registered shoe manufachiring factoiy is seeKing 
for a partnership from a well-known foreign company 
Required condition for cooperation is based on 
investment in machinery and technical assistance* 
Required approval and license have been obtained 
and the factory's building is under construction. 

For more detail please contact 
3723358 from 10:00 to 12:00 
Mr. Mahronz or fax to 8834624 























